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ADVERTISEMENT AT UR l GODSWELL PARK 



Godswell Park is a state of the art 
45-bed luxury care home, providing 
the highest quality residential and 
nursing care, with single en-suite 
rooms enjoying extensive views 



Let's be frank. 

The way that many elderly people in 
care are treated in this, country has 
become- something of a national scan del 
and disgrace. Unremitting bad news and 
publicity in the newspapers and on 
television. What a problem it can be 
getting oidi 

It doesn't have to be like that 

A last resort or a first choice? 

For some, the idea of moving into a 
care home is full of wonying feelings. The 
loss of independence, the moving away 
from familiar surroundings, perhaps the 
concern of losing contact with friends and 
family rr.ay combine to create a fear of 
taking a step into the unknown. 

It doesn't have to be like that 

Some people still think of care homes 
in a very stereotypical way; old buildings, 
inadequate facilities, toss of dignity and 
staff who don't have time to give the care 
and attention that residents need and 
deserve 

It doesn't have to be like that. 

Godswell Park is not like thaft 

Our spacious, purpose-built 
environment, central yet rural location and, 
most importantly, 24 hour attention from 
qualified nursing and care staff assure you 
of the best possible experience. At 
Godswell Park your stay will be • ke visiting 
a plush hotel, with as much or as little 
involvement from our staff as you wish. We 
provide the discreet and sensitive support, 
security and respect that is everyone's 
right, should the time come to move to □ 
care environment 



Each of our staff members is 
dedicated to enhancing rhe quality of 
life of our residents, whether it be 
providing the nursing and personal care 
that is individually tailored to each 
resident’s needs, ensuring the building 
is kept spotlessly clean, offering a 
spectacular menu at mealtimes or 
maintaining our 8 ac r es ol grounds so 
that residents can or,joy a walk in the 
sunshine or a chat with friends in the 
shade of a tree. You may wish to use our 
24 hour room service or perhaps enjoy 
afternoon tea in the conservatory, its 
these things that contribute to Godswell 
Park feeling more like a Five Star Hotel 
in delightful surroundings. 

Godswell Park ts centrally situated n 
the North Oxfordshire village of 
Bl ox ha m with excellent road and rail 
connections, being just three miles from 
Banbury and ten minutes from Junction 
11 of the M4Q motorway. Ox lord. 
Stratford, Warwick and Leamington Spa are 
a I within easy reach, The luxury care home 
was purpose-built and opened in January 
2011 with 45 bedrooms overlooking the 
beautiful grounds. 

The bedrooms are all substantially larger 
than average and range from very 
comfortable single rooms to luxurious suites. 


All our meals are freshly cocked to 
order by cur Team of chefs and are served 
either In our dining room or by tray 
service to residents’ bedrooms. 

Our coffee lounge is open all day for I ght 
refreshments or perhaps a complimentary 
glass of sherry before lunch. 

Our lounges enjoy spectacular views over 
the surrounding countryside or our pond 
where there is a viewing platform to watch 
the comings and goings of our goldfish. 

With a multitude of activities going 
on, including outdoor events, musical 
afternoons or a trip to a Cots wo Id village 
In our own minibus, or merely a trip tc 
the shops ortho library, there's as much 
or as little as you wish to do. 

Should the weather turn rainy then our 
large in-house cinema shows a variety of 
films each week whilst our Sun Therapy 
Room (the first in a care home m the UK) 
will enable residents to enjoy a spell of 
sunlight on our own private beach. 



We have nursing staff on duty at all 
times to ensure peace of mind should 
any medical problem arise. Ail care staff 
undergo intensive training in personal 
care and many have attained advanced 
qualifications and go on to train in 
specialist areas of interest such as stroke 
or diabetes. 


Godswell Park, Church Street, Bloxham, Oxfordshire, 0X15 4ES 
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We are proud to care for people who 
require personal or nursing care, either 
on a permanent or short-term basis. 

We also welcome residents who need 
post* ho; pi rat convalescence, respite 
care or who may jus;; want to spend a 
short time with us being treated to some 
relaxation and recuperation. 



Our Learn of chefs prepare mouth¬ 
watering menus that cater for all diets 
and nutritional requirements and 
particular attention is given to obtaining 
the freshest ingredients from local 
sup pilots wherever possible. 

Our hotel services staff ensure that all 
areas of the care home are kept 
spotlessly clean, that residents" laundry 
is returned carefully cared for and that 
the landscaped grounds are accessible 
to all. 

The financial aspects of moving to a 
care home can be very confusing and 
many people may be unclear as to their 
entitlements and what they are 
expected to contribute themselves* 

We can help take away the mystery and 
explain dearly what the current 
regulations are and how they relate to 
our fees and charges. 


Everyone at God swell Park is an 
individual and we work to ensure that 
each resident's wishes are paramount. 
Godswell Park is run for the residents" 
benefit end not our convenience. We 
promote the independence and dignity 
of ail our residents and encourage and 
support them to make the choices that 
enable them to continue to live life as 
they would wish to. 

If you require any further information, 
you are welcome to visit at any time and 
talk to our residents and staff. Better 
than any, they can tell you what life Is 
like at Godswell Park - a new beginning! 

For further information, to request a 
brochure or to arrange for a visit please 
contact us on 01295 724000 or by e- 
mail to rnfo@godswdlpark.eo.uk. Our 
website www.godsweJlpark.co.uk 
contains additional information which 
you may find useful. 



If you haven't visited a care home 
recently, this may allsound too 
good to be true. But don't take 
our word for it 4 the following are 
some comments from residents 
that h ave been m ade since we 
have opened: 

p l nr,joyed my stay with you very 
much and was thoroughly spoilt. 

I thought the helpers were brilliant - 
they seemed tc know what one 
wanted before one knew oneself! " 

"I am* so glnc to be here so well 
looked after and too well fed! 

"Thank you so much for all that you 
have done, and do. You truly are a 
wonderful team/ 

"All of the staff are delightful Mum 
is very well cared for." 

" I he horns is worderfu I can't think 
of anything I would like to change." 

"It is always a pleasure to visit 
Mother. Thank you for making us all 
leei very welcome." 

"Everything is so good and superior 
to any other care home I have visited," 

"We would like to thank everyone 
for the care, attention and professional 
excellence a: Godswell Park/ 1 

"What g wonderful ho me - I can't 
believe how happy everyone is" 

1 have always been a fussy eater out 
I am amazed at how the catering team 
have encouraged me to try some 
wonderful new dishes. The food here is 
excellent* 

"It is a pleasure to wake in the 
morning to be greeted by everyone 
with smiles, and any bad dreams I have 
had are all soon ■Forgotten,'' 


www.godBwetlpark.co.uk | info@godswellpark. co.uk | 01295 724000 
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1/ the heating that bothered 1 

her - this was nothing that an extra jumper , J . * 

couldnJ solve Having no hot water to 

wash things, {including her toddler) became MmHI ^ 

frustrating .. A. simple 10 minute task became an epic task. 

She is ten grateful to hue in a time where hot water is easii) on tap 
One can turn the thermostat a little higher if the chill sets in. Yes t 
fuel costs have risen dramatically, so though fid usage is defmitelj a 
consideration - but to kve without it for any length of time, she feels, 
would he miserable. 


Dog's friend's son has recently 
discovered running through 
puddles and leaves? Something 
so trifling (and free) made him 
beam from ear to ear with joy and 
happiness. 

Dog's friend can't help thinking 
that maybe we could all be a little 
more happy and less stressed if 
only we lost our inhibitions for a 
few minutes to recapture some of 
those magical moments. 

Beware however, running in 
wellies is not all that easy to do! 




Legal Services For You 

Our friendly, client focused solicitors can help and guide 
you when you have difficult or complex 
decisions to make in life 

Wills & Probate, Lasting Power of Attorney, 
Personal Tax 

Family Law & Mediation 

Residential Property, Landlord & Tenant Law 

spratt endicott 

SOLICITORS 

52-54 The Green, South Ear Street, Banbury, OXI6 9AB 

01295 204000 

www.seUaw.co.uk 

e n q u i ri es@se-1 aw. co. u k 


Many thanks to Mr John Fleeter of Banbury, who popped into our 
offices last month with s ome information about the canal pictures 
which featured in the November magazine's Tictures from the 
Pasd section. 


His thoughts are: 

■ The picture of the lock with the houses in the background is the 
lock drat is still in use today, the houses that used to be on Factory 
Street, are now demolished and Castle Quay has now taken its 
place. 

■ The picture of the lad opening the lock (bottom) shows die lock 
keepers hut m die background The lock was manned during die 
day but out of hours you had to operate the locks yourself The hut 
was where the bus depot is now Tins area was known as Mill Lane 
and led down to the Edmunds on Kench Flour Mills whs di is now, 
of course, ‘The Mill Arts Centre' On Mill Lane you could find the 
Struggles pub winch John remembers being run by one Jimmy 
Soden. He was die 
publican, but also 
die local chimney 
sweep! 

1 The old coal yard 
with die trucks 
ready for loading 
(above) is now 
the Castle Quay 
shopping centre. 

Mr Pies ter has many 
fond memories 
of tins area of 
Banbury as he used to work 
with Ins dad. Jack Pies ter, at 
the Blacksmiths in Tooley's 
Boat Yard, shoeing horses and 
carrying out repairs, the forge 
is still functioning today! He 
remembers the community 
life of the canals and how Ins 
mum, Margaret Plester used 
to help the boater's children 
to read and write. Also, his 
dad used to pen letters for the 
canal men and pass them onto 
other boatmen as diey passed 
through... 


• ~ —. 


-I- 


l ^ 2 


A colleague of Dog's, having been iff with no 
heating or hot water recently, has a newfound 
respect for those that lived like this in years 


CANALSIDE MEMORIES 


12 Four Shires ♦> Janu.uy201 4 
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We start the New Year with an interview with the Right Honourable 
Sir Tony Baldly - Member of Parliament for north Oxfordshire, now 
the largest parliamentary constituency after the Isle of Wight. He 
had been kind enough to invite me to his house where we sat in the 
kitchen and chatted over a cup of coffee.... 

Visiting die Four Shirts ' home of Sir Tony prompted memories 
of that TV programme where Lloyd Grossman went around 
exclaiming: '1 wonder who lives in a house like this?” 

Well, if the question had been asked here, it would have been 
obvious that I was in the house of someone with a great sense of 
humour There is not an inch of spare wall space as everywhere 
there are items and obiects from Tony's many travels around the 
world - including a spectacular collection of hats! 

This humour is evident straight away as we sit at the kitchen table. 
It is very difficult to see through tire window into die garden for 
the number of crystals and trinkets hanging on colourful ribbons. 
These, lie tells me, are “To ward off the witches" and with a gun 
on lus face lie tells me "they obviously work, haven’t seen a witch 
m dns house for years!” 

His home is in Bloxham in die shadow of the steeple of the 
nearby church He gave me a brief In story of the property, 
Dovecote House, where not only is die garden full of dovecotes 
and their occupants but even the garden gate has a dove 
incorporated m to the design 

I congratulate him on Ins recent elevation to the Privy Council, 
but lie is quite dismissive of the honour saying Ws a bit like being 
made a prefect at school, more of a long service award’. It entitles 
him to be addressed as the Tight honourable" and if he wants to 
ask a question til the house he gets to go first! 

He is more excited by an honour bestowed on him by Ins children 
when he received Ins knighthood. They nicknamed him “Sir 
Cumference Hippo". He took me off to a nearby room where 
Ins sense of humour re-surfaces as he proudly showed me 'Sir 
CumferenceV crest which had been drawn complete with motto, 
by his son, an illustrator. Above it, mounted on a plaque was a 
studded hippo's head! (a toy one of course). 

His connection with Banbury started with Ins mother who was 
educated at nearby Sib ford school and he got to know die area 
when he was a barrister on the Oxford and Midlands circuit. 

He still practices as a barrister, but these days in the world of 
commercial law and mediation 

Tony was first elected as MP foi Banbury 30 years ago in 1983 
following the retirement of Neil Marten. He tells me that he was 
chosen from over 300 applicants. 

I chatted to Tony about lhs views on local issues and if it was a 
problem when they conflicted with those of central government 
policy It seems that whilst he is not known as a serial rebel, his 
stance on the Horton Hospital and HS2 shows he is not afraid to 
stick lus head up above the parapet 

Likewise, he has some interesting views on L out of town shopping 
parks’ He pointed out that we have to accept that these are now a 
way of life and whilst it is nice to see the individual retailers, there 
is now a good opportunity to bung housing back into the town 
centres 


His working hours would 
exhaust many of us 

He is at his desk every day at 
7.30am and continues on most 
days through to 10.30pm 

He travels up to Banbury, winch 
is very much lus home, first 
tiling on a Friday returning back 
down to London on Sunday 
nights. Fridays are spent dealing 
with constituency business 
indeed half an hour after I 
arrived, his doorbell went and 
it was his next appointment, along to discuss a housing issue in 
Adderbury. 

As die serving LIP for Banbury I asked him, is it difficult to ever 
be off duty? 

He admitted, that like anyone, he likes time off to walk around 
town and maybe pop to the pub — but as the MP he is aware that 
constituents will always want to have a chat. 

He relaxes by walking or cycling in the countryside around lus 
Bloxham home - he is a big advocate of Sus trails ..the charity 
that exists to promote sustainable transport in Britain. Its flagship 
project is the National Cycle Network which has created over 
10,000 miles of signposted cycle routes throughout the UK. He 
pointed out that one of these is literally outside his front door 
and goes all the way to the front entrance of The House of 
Commons, and yes, lie has cycled its whole length, although not 
in one go. 

Still ambitious, he is the second church commissioner The 
Church Commissioners are the body that administer the Church 
of England As the second Church Commissioner he answers to 
Parliament for the business of the commissioners. He hopes that 
before lus retirement we will see the first female bishop 

Talking of retirement - that is still many years away - he is excited 
about being readopted for die next election during what he says is 
a very exciting and historic tune for British politics. 

I have met Sir Tony several times over the years and he is very 
much a senior political figure Equally however, he is very much a 
man who cares for the area we live in and the people who live in 
it. He describes Banbury as a very happy place full of very happy 
people. 

As well as wishing us all a happy N ew Year he appreciates the 
difficulties many of us have shared recently and hopes that we 
will begin to feel a little better off m 2014 as the government 
continues through tins period - very much a work still in progress 

Ashe shows me out I admire the am axing collection of hats I 
mentioned earlier, the latest being a headdress from a recent trip 
to China. I asked: f 8ir Tony, your house is on fire you can only 
rescue one hat, which would it be?” 

Without hesitating, he points out a strange, straw hat from 
Burkina Faso! 

Next month... n't go motor racing. 

ianu ae * 2 o 14 Four Shires 1 3 
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WI NTER WALKS, BLENHEIM PALACE 

The palace and gardens are closed 
until February 14 but why not take 
die opportunity to walk around 
the park and lakes with Blenheim 
Palace as a stunning back-drop? 
9am-4.30pm £4, child £3 

SURVIVING TSUNAMI: PHOTOGRAPHS 
IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE GREAT 
EAST JAPAN EARTHQUAKE 

Until March 30, Pitt Rivers 
Museum, Oxford Material from a 
volunteer-led prefect in J apan to 
salvage and conserve histone 
photograph collections after two 
museums and a library in 
RikuXentakata, Iwate Prefecture, 
were destroyed in the 2011 
tsunami A team of more than 60 
volunteers continues to work on 
die RIO 3 Pro sect, drying cleaning, 
digitizing and documenting over 
65,000 photographs, many of 
which record life in the Tohoku 
region over the last century, 
viewing daily 10am-4 30pm 


01865 270927, prm@ 
prm.ox.ac.uk, free 
entry, donations 
welcome. 

THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE 

North Wall Aits 
Centre, Oxford, Until 
J anuary 4, Every 
Friday, 10am It J s been 
winter m Narnia for 
ever so long. Always 
winter and never 
Christmas, can you 
imagine? What if there 
was another world 
inside an old 
wardrobe? A world 
under the rule of a 
cruel queen, where 
everyone lived in fear 
and it never stopped 
snowing. 

This Christmas you 
can join the Peven sie 
children on the 
greatest adventure of 
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then lives. Creation 
Theatre return to The 
North Wall for the 
third magical and 
imaginative family 
Christmas show in the 
year that will mark die 
50th anniversary of 
the death of one of 
Oxford's most famous 
sons, CS Lewis. 

T i ckets £13.50- £3 0. 
01865 766266, 
boxoffice@ 
c r e ati onth e atr e co.uk 

CRAFT GUILD 
EXHIBITION 

Until January 5, 

O xf o rds lu r e Mu s eum, 
Woodstock 

The annual exhibition 
of the Oxfordshire 
Craft Guild will 
feature work by 28 
designer-makers and is 
an excellent 
opportunity to 
purchase unique, high 
quality hand crafted 
products. 

10 am - 4 45pm every 
Tuesday - Sunday. 

SEEDS AND STARS 

Until January 6, The 
Jam Factory Oxford. 

A series of works by 
printmaker Flora 
McLachlan. 


* of gloomy woods and 
l moonlit groves. 

* Viewing 10am- 11pm, 
: daily. 

A 

' die jam factory ox ford, 

* com. 

4 

| TALK-TRICKS OF THE 
: LIGHT 

4 



* Tricks of the Light - The 

♦ lUtmon of Light and 

♦ Shadow in Western Art 

* 

* Lynne Gibson A 

l monthly meetings/talks 
: o rgam s ed by West 
' Oxon Decorative and 
l Fine Arts Society 
i (WODFAS). Starts 

* 7 30pm Visitors 
J welcome, £6. 

4 

; January 9, 7 30pm, 

* Langdale Hall, Market 

* Square, 0X23 6AB 

* Witney 



Realising a single 
charmed moment out 
of time, a magical 
vision that stills, Seeds 
& Stars delves into 
ancient and enchanted 
landscapes, roamed by 
guardian spirit-like 
animals, shadowed by 
woods where the holly 
springs green amongst 
the bare oaks and 
beeches. Inspired by 
the quests of medieval 
romance poetry — the 
idea of venturing 
forth into the wild 
world of trees and 
thorns, searching for a 
glimpse of the white 
hart. Flora's printing 
techniques perfectly 
evoke rntncately 
c on ju r e d dreams cap es 
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PAM AYRES 


Printing kef, lain Hodgkins on 
will he shewing at the Chipping 
Norton Theatre 



if- ^ ^ 

ANTON DU BEKE 


Royal andDemgate, 
Northampton, January 16 and 
17, 

The Nation's favourite 
Ballroom dancer Anton Du 
Beke is back once again with a 
thrilling new show to wow 
audiences across the UK. 

Featuring his most memorable 
dances alongside sensational 
new choreography, timeless 
tunes and stnctly dassling 
costumes to conjure up the 
elegance of Ballroom at its 
best and the unmissable ratsle 
das tie of Broadway. 

Tickets from £34.50. www 
royalandderngate co uk 

The chipping Norton theatre 

Tuesday 14 January- 
Wednesday 5 February, 11am 

- 3pm 

THE OWEN MUMFQRD GALLERY, 

3AIN HODGKINSON 

Chipping Norton Theatre, 
January 14- February 5, 11am 

- 3pm. 

lam's work consists of 
textural, aesthetic forms winch 
are abstract but 
rep re s entati on a 1. He wo rks 
from actual landscapes and 
images and creates responses 
to them through line, mark 
making and ultimately through 
pnntmakiiig. Iain uses a variety 
of techniques including 
collagraphs, etching, lino and 
woodcuts onto prepared 
mixed backgrounds. All 
images are original, handmade 
pnnts of a limited edition, 
usually 10 

dnppmgn o rtonth eatre. c o. uk 


January 24, Tire Royal Spa 
Centre, Leamington, 7.30pm 

Thirty-five years after she first 
appeared on the Britain jp Got 
Talent TV show of its day. 
Opportunity Knocks, Pam Ayres 



brings her latest show to 
Leamington Spa The show 
includes material from her 
b e sts e lling b oo ks, Surgically 
Enhanced, With These Hands, 
and Tht Works, along with new 
poems and stones. 

Tickets £20, www.waiwickdc 
gov u k/ WD C /Roy a ISp aC entre 

PHILHARMONIA ORCHESTRA 

Andns Nelsons continues his 
duo of concerts with the 
Philharmoma with Brahms'' epic 
SecondFtcmo Concerto. This is a 
symphonic powerhouse of 
scorching virtuosity that the 
c ompo s er mi s clu evou s ly 
described as "a set of little 
piano pieces'. Helene 
Gnmaud will no doubt bring 
her characteristic passion and 
drive to the work 

January 24, 7 30pm - 9 30pm, 
Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford, 
01865 244806, Tickets from 
£10 (Students £5) 




Cherwell Theatre Company presents HI addin. Friday 10th- 
8 unday 19th January. 


Side splitting comedy, stunning sets, beautiful costumes and a 
fantastic cast Packed with all the traditional panto ingredients, 


this is a magic carpet ride you 
won't want to miss! 

Tues-Thurs 10 30 am and 
1pm, Fn 1 30pm and 7 30pm, 
Sat 2.30pm and 7 30pm and 
Sun 2.30pm 

Tickets: £10/£8 concessions 
/ £32 family ticket (4 tickets) 
www. themi Harts centre co uk 






Don’t leave 
success to 
chance 

Trust Fllacotts to provide you 
with a range of tailored services 
knowledgeable expertise and 
strategic ideas to help you and 
your business thrive. 


Far a free initial consultation 

Tel: 01795 250401 
Email: niail-@ellacotts.co.uk 
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A plethora o£ plants m the afternoon Botanical 
exploration afternoon sessions. 2-3pm, Oxford Botanical 
Garden and Harcourt Arboretum. 


Explore the collections of the Botanic Garden and 
Harcourt Arboretum with Stephen Hams (curator of the 
herbaria) A voyage of botanical discovery looking m detail 
at plants of seasonal interest. 

£10 per session January 18, Botanic Garden, Rose Lane, 
0X1 4AZ Oxford , 01865 826690, tickets@obg.ox.ac uk, 
£10 or £60 for all 8 



Twelfth Night Marathon, January 5, varying times. 

See flash performances at Shakespeare's Birthplace, 
Nash's House &New Place and Ha Its Croft by 
Shakespeare Aloud! 


Visit website foi times Entry included in house ticket. 
Shakespeare J s Birthplace, Henley Street, Stratford 
Upon-Avon Warwickshire CV37 6QW, 01789 204016 Call 
to check latest times or cancellations www.Shakespeare 
org.uk 




Feathered Friends at the 
Pitt Rivers Museum 


T0THE CLEAR NORTHERN 
SKIES AND GREAT WESTERN 
WOODS 

Until jail 19, 03 Gallery, 
Oxford, 12noon - Spin 
Tuesday - Sunday 

a collection of etchings and 
screen-prints by 
O x f o rdshi re- b as ed 
pnntmakers Jane Peart, 
Heath er Pow er an d Mo m a 
Rhys. From the gentle, 
rustling grasses of a 
Cotswold meadow to the 
misty moonlit glow on 
deep, Welsh waters, tins 
exhibition presents the 
very best of contemporary 
British landscape 
printmaking 

03 Gallery, Oxford Castle, 
01S65 246131, mfo@ 
o3gallery.co.uk. 

FEATHERED FRIENDS 

For under-5s, Pitt Rivers 
Mus eum, O x fo rd, J anuary 
9, 2pm-4pm 

Make a feathered crown 
and have feathery fun in 
the Museum! 

01865 270927, prm@prm 
ox.ac.uk, Free admission, 
donations welcome 


JAMES ARTHUR 

New theatre, Oxford, 
January 19, 7pm 

First headline tour from 
X Factor 2012 winner, 
James Arthur 

£32.40+ trans. fee. New 
Theatre, George Street, 
OX1 2AG Oxford, 0844 
8471585 and 1588 



JASON MANFORD 

Warwick Arts Centre, 
January 15, 8pm 

Jason Man ford has had a 
busy time since he was 
last on the road 

After his opera singing 
turn saw him emerge the 
winner on Bars To Shine 
(7TV7 J, and appearing 
alongside Michael Ball 
andlmelda Staunton m 
the critically acclaimed 



01295 270681 


www.tudorphotography.co.uk 


il wwwiacebook r com/tudorphoto 
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S OUT & ABOUT 



hit west-end musical Sweeney 
Todd, everybody’s favourite 
northern comedian returns 
with a show featuring a wealth 
of comedy anecdotes, 
misunderstandings and 
audience banter delivered with 
likeable charm and teasmgly 
intelligent wit 

Tickets £23, 

wa rwi cka rts c entr e. c o. uk 



THIS GREEN AND PLEASANT LAND 

Until January 12, Leamington 
Spa art gallery and museum 

Covering themes such as 
farming, recreation and the 
two world wars, This Green and 
Pleasant Land explores how life 
in the villages of Warwick 
district has changed over the 
past 200 years. The exhibition 
will feature agricultural items 
from die museum collection 
and objects from the local 
rural community. There will 
also be a senes of 
contemporary images of the 
local villages 

01926 7427 00, www 
warwickdc govuk/wdc/ 
r ay a lpump r o oms 

WENDY & PETER PAN 

Until March 2, Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre, Stratford 
upon Avon, varying times 



A magical new version of the 
children's classic about the boy 
who never grew up 


www rs c. o rg/wen dy an dp eter 
7+ Tickets from £17.00 
Children go half price. OS44 
800 1110 

HUMPTY DUMPTY 

Until January 4, Talisman 
Theatre, Kenilworth 

20 years before the story starts 
a wicked Sorcerer tried to to 
overthrow the good King Cole 
of Eggs he Hi a. Fortunately, he 
was unsuccessful and was 
banished, but before he left he 
uttered a curse that the 
Kingdom would be drained of 
sunlight and happiness. The 
Court Magician at the time 
managed to suspend the curse 
and trap it in a giant egg The 
egg sits on the wall of the 
palace and as long as it 
remains intact, Eggshellia is 
safe. 

Humpty Dumpty is guardian 
of the egg together with 
Sergeant Whi22 and Private 
Bang, the King’s men. Will 
they be able to keep the egg 
safe and stop the curse from 
being released? 

Tins annual Pantomime had 
fun, laughter and plenty of 
audience participation. 

Prices and start times vary, 
please visit www 
talismantheatre co.uk to find 
out more. 



HITCHCOCK BLONDE 

The Loft Theatre, 
Leamington Spa, January 
22- February 1 

Aiex invites Nicola out to 
his Greek villa to be part 
of the project of a lifetime 
They are looking through 
the frames of a lost 
Hitchcock film, but is there 
enough to reveal a 
forgotten masterpiece? As 
Alex and Nicola unravel 
the reels of film and their 
own relationship, we dash 


back in time to 1959, as 
Hitchcock prepares to meet a 
blonde who might become his 
next leading lady 

this is a play about sex, 
fascination and obsession 
suggesting that theatre, as 
much as film, turns us all into 
furtive, guilty spectators 

Times and prices vary, visit 
www loft-theatre.co.uk or call 
01926 42634. 

SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN 
DWARFS 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 
until February 2 

With the Magnificent Seven as 
you've never seen them 
before. Straw White and the 
Semi Dwarfs will be a 
pantomime you won't want to 
miss® 

Heading the cast as the 
handsome Prince is the 
multi-talented ]ohn Partridge, 
also staring, Gok Wan, 
Stephanie Beech am and Gary 
Wtlmot 

www. bi rmmghamhi pp o drome 
corn for times and prices. 
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A run down of the major events coming to the Four Shires 

jkuteuviy \ Tftancfi 


See pages 14-17 of tins 
month s Four Shires 


* VMCC BANBURY RUM 
2014 ENTRY FQRIV1S 
AVAILABLE 

All Banbury Rsm places 
stII oat before tht dosing 
date of 25th February 
2014 so ifs important 
that miry forms (whi ch are 
available from VMCC 
HO from 1st February 
onwards) are returned as 
quickly as possible 

www, nortomm mtrsclub 
orgi events/ 
vmcc-banburj-run 

FOUR SHIRES 
MASAZ1EE 
WEDDIEE FEATURE 


: * CRUFTS, 

; MARCH 6- 9 

* 

* 

* The biggest and best 

* celebration of all things 
; 'doggy J is back at the 

: NEC 

* 

* 

♦ Tickets, Thursday 
; Friday, £ 16 SO 

4 

l concessions £12.10 

* 

« 

l Saturday & Sunday 
l £17.60. Concessions. 

: 113.20 

9 

4 

* Best In Show 

9 

4 

; £25.50 / £2030 / 

i £ 17.50 

9 

m 

9 

j On the door ticketprices: 

\ adult day ticket - £14 
l - £19. winn.cnfts.org.uk 

4 

+ 

: FOUR SHIRES 
; WlEIEfc AED DIE1ES 
: FEATURE 
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9 FRIDAY APRIL IB, 
GOOD FRIDAY 

SUNDAY APRIL 20FH 
EASTER DAY 

MONDAY APRIL 21ST, 
EASTER MONDAY 

FOUR SHIRES 
MASAZJLE 
SARDEMES AED 
HOMES FEATURE 




1 


* MAY 5-BANK HOLIDAY 

* BANBURY TRIATHLON 

May 11. Woodgreen 
Leisure Centre. 5.30am. 

Tins unique sprint distance 
triathlon combines a 750m 
open air pool swim, a 
20km bike ride in the 
rolling Oxfordshire 
countryside and a 5km out 
and back run. 

Perfect for newcomers who 
want to make the 
transition from 400mpool 
based swims to full distance 
spnnt races , but without 
the fear of an open water 
swim, and a great early 
season race for experienced 
athletes too. 


For further information go 
online at 

nevers emndsportsei >en is, com j 
ban bury- triathlon 

9 MAY 26 - BANK HOLIDAY 

FOUR SHIRES 
MASAZIEE EV'EETS. 
TOURISM AED 
HOTELS FEATU RE 


'cme 

• BANBURY RUN 

Sunday June 5 at the 
Heritage Motor Centre. 

Gay don, Works CV35 
OBJ 

Open to He fir an and 
Vintage machines 
manufactured before 31st 
December 1930 

Entries close 25th February 
2013. 

9 BANBURY AND DISTRICT 
SHOW 

Sunday, June 5. 10,30am to 
4.3 Opm. Spi ceball Fark 

A. superb family f in day out 
that's free to enter 

a full day of fun, games and 
entertainment 



mm 

Presented by Banbury 
Town Council and 
supported by the Sendee 
Clubs of Banbury. 

9 DOWNLOAD FESTIVAL 

June 73 - 13, Donington 
Fark. DE74 2BSP. 

Acts this year Include: 
Aerosmith. Fu?b Zombie, 
Lin kin Fark, Fall Out 
Boy and Alter Bridge 
Ticket prices from £170 

www. downloadfestical. co. 
uk 

PEACE FESTIVAL 

June 14 - 13, Leamington 

One of the UK's longest 
running free festi pais, takes 
place each year on the 
weekend before the 
Summer Solstice. It is held 
in the Pump Room 
Gardens in the heart of 
Leamington Spa. www 
peacefesti pal. org. uk 

9 GODIVA FESTIVAL 

Friday June 27 - 29, War 
M emo rial Park, Co pen try 

The U¥Cs biggest and best 
free family music festi pal 
that brings performances by- 
inter national and local 
artists and showcases the 
very best in Indie-Rack, 
music, urban, hip-hop and 
rap amongst others. For 
informati.on con factgodiva, 
coventrj.gop.uk 
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11. 30 am. From the top of 
Parsons Street the Parade 
will turn lift into 
Hors fair, left at Banburj 
Cross into the Hgh Street 
and finally he dismissed in 
Broad Street mar the 
To mi Hall 

FOUR SHIRES 
MAGAZINE 
BUSINESS FEATURE 


• BANBURY RALLY AT 
BLOXHAM 

June 28 - 29. The annual 
festival of steam is back at 
Milton Rc ad Bloxham 
banbmjralh com 

' ARMED FORCES DAY 

June 28, 9,30am - 
3.30pm. Banbury To mi 
Hall 

Stalls and display stands 
mil be based in front of 
the Town Hall, near the 
band-stand m the High 
Street and also Broad 
Street, sop/ease suit and 
support our verj valued 
and hard-working Firmed 
Forces and Cadet Forces. 

The Parade mil form up in 
Banbury Market Place, 
march up Parsons Street at 


• CORNBURY FESTIVAL 

July 4 - 6. The 2014 line 
up mil be announced in 
March. 

The Great Tern Park. 
Oxfordshire, QX7 4A3F. 
Tdsi t cornbunfestival. com 
for up to date ticket prices 
and to book. 

•TOWN MAYORS 
SUNDAY 

July 6. People's Park. 
Banbury. 12 noon - 
4.30pm. 

There is a parade of hobby 
horses from the Town Hall 
through the High Sti'eet 
and into Peoples Park, 
inhere there mil he plenty 
of family entertainment. 



I 


1^ I I *■ 


tit 


• GLOBAL GATHERING 

July 25 - 26. Long 
Marston A. field 
{Stra fiord- upon-Avon) 

- The 2013 line-tip is to be 
confirmed Visit www. 
glob aha the ring, com for full 
details and up to date acts, 

FOUR SHIRES 
MAGAZINE 
SUMMER 
ACTIVITIES FOR 
THE FAMILY 
FEATU RE 



• FAIRPORTS CROPREDY 
CONVENTION 

Vagust 7 - 9, The area 's 
friendliest festival is back 
tilth what promises to be 
its biggest and bestjearjet/ 

Ticket prices nary 
depending on time 
purchased and number of 
days required. You can 
check direct at 
fairporteoimntion com 

•WILDERNESS 2013 AT 
CORNBURY PARK 

August 7 - 10, Introduced 
in 2011 by the people 
i behind Lone box and The 
Secret Garden Party ,; 
Wilderness takes place in 
Cornburj Park 
Oxfordshire 

mm: mldernessfestipal com 


: BANBURY TOWN 

i COUNCIL FOOD FAIR. 

■ 

a 

* Vagus117. 10.30 am- 

l 4.30pm, This emit sees 

* the annual Flower and 

a 

■ Produce show come together 

■ with a day of fine food. 

: * AUGUST 25 - BANK 

: HOLIDAY 

* 

* 

: FOUR SHIRES 
: MAGAZIN£ 

I TRAVELLING AND 
: OUT AND ABOUT 
: FEATURE 


: • STREET ORGAN & 

i TOWN CRIER FESTIVAL 

* 

■ 

* Saturday September 6, 

t 9.30am - 3.30pm, 

* 

; Banbury 1 own Centre 

* 

a 

■ Street Organ Grinders will 

* help collect money for a 
; local worthy cause. 

m 

A 

* Around 26 Town Criers 

* 

♦ also cry about their own 
+ *-■' 

♦ towns and a previously 
: agreed given subject. 

a 

: FOUR SHIRES 
\ MAGAZINE 
j WEDDING AND 

♦ EDUCATION 
! FEATURE 



: * BANBURY CANAL DAY 

* 

; October 3. 70 30am- 

A 

; 3pm. 

a 

♦ 

♦ A. host of stalls will be 

; along the canalside from 

; Spiceball Park to The Mill 

* 

! Arts Centre and from 
♦ 

: Banbury Bus Station to 
+ 

l Sovereign Wharf. 

A 

: FOUR SHIRES 
: HOMES AND 
I INTERIORS 
: FEATURE 


• 'NOVEMBER' 

Throughout Nonmeber 
men are encouraged to grow 
a moustache to show their 
support for prostate cancer 
charities - what style will 
you choose? 

• BANBURY CHRISTMAS 
LIGHT SWITCH ON 

The last Sunday in 
November - afternoon 
through to early evening 

FOUR SHIRES 
MAGAZINE 
SHOPPING IN THE 
SHIRES FEATURE 

*Deee<K&en 

• TOUR DE TRIGS- 
First weekend in 
December 

• CHRISTMAS DAY, 
Thursday 25 

• BOXING DAY, 

Friday 26th 

• NEW YEAR'S EVE, 
Wednesday 31 

• NEW YEAR'S DAY, 

Thursday January I 2015 

FOUR SHIRES 
MAGAZINE 
(CHRISTMAS 
EDITION 


Don't forget 

For extended 
monthly 
listings see the 
Out and About 

section of 
your 

magazine 
each month 


% 
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Transform your home - with Awnings, Pergolas & Verandas from Key-Stone 


CALL KEY-STONE AT YOUR LOCAL OXFORSHIRE OFFICE 1 01295 780 744 - II TILL 07036 507 664 

Head office.: Key-Stone, Frodsham Business Centre, Bridge Lane, Frodsham, Cheshire, WA6 7FZ 
T: 01928 73 22 48 E info@key-stone.uk.com www.key-stone.uk.com 
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THE ARTY BIT 



artclass 

with Barry Whitehouse 

THE ARTERY, WHITE LION WALK 


ART DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 



Don't lose heart if your art career doesn't take off as 
quickly as you had hoped!* 

It has been hill go 1, over the festive season here at 
The Artery! We moved into oui new premises above 
the Old Town Cafe and Deli in Parsons Street and 
have been busy preparing for our re-opening day on 
January 2nd 

Since we came to Banbury m 2010, it has been a 
huge roller coaster ude and moving from our 
Church Lane shop in 2012 and letting it go, along 
with the staff that were so wonderful was heart 
wrenching. IPs been a slow process rebuilding the 
shop and stock above Books & Ink Bookshop, but a 
great learning process too The recession severely 
affected the art world — art shops and artists alike 
struggled as people stopped buying materials or 
commissioning works of art. So many artists felt like 
giving up and the nsem people buying online also 
didn't help art retail - many art shops closed their 
doors for good. 

Artists through the centuries have been able to keep 
going because ot those that have kept then faith in 
them and purchased paintings just to help them put 
food on the table You may not become a household 
name, but with perseverance you may be able to 
make a comfortable living from your artwork. 
Working in the creative industry is not always easy, 
but do keep faith that it will work out — you are in a 
career that you enjoy which is worth its weight in 
gold. Determination, hope and strength of will are 
key Believe in yourself and that your paintings are 
worthy of a decent price If you don't think you are 
good enough, potential customers won't either 
Build up a good reputation — always meet deadlines 
and slowly, people will recommend you. The 
Impressionist Degas was such a perfectionist that he 
often failed to meet deadlines and never thought his 
work was good enough to sell Because ot this, it 
took a lot longer for him to build Ins careei as an 
artist (insert after the bath picture) 

Backm early 2012,1 never thought that I would be 
able to relocate to larger premises, have a separate 
classroom, more stock and a gallery space ever 
again, and especially not within two years. But 
through sheer hard work and faith here I am in the 
new shop and although it has been a bumpy nde, I 
have learned so much and gained many new friends 

Remember the saying: The darkest hour is just 
before dawn! 

20 Four Shires Janumy2014 



liJLUER GARDEN CENTRE 

A Watercolour Class on Sunday 12th January m their Cafe Has el area. The 
theme is "Painting Wafer d" Rifle Spaces are limited so please call 01295 
275150 to book a place The workshop is aimed at beginners and runs from 
10:30 am- 1pm an d co sts £ 10. 



THE ARTERY, WHITE LION WALK 

There will be a Free 45 minute Art 
Demonstration on Saturday 18th 
January at Ham this month showing 
how to paint trees m acrylics Regular 
w eekday wat er c olour wo rksh op s 
including Tainting a portrait', ‘Using 
glazes effectively! 'controlled 
wet-m-wet flowers! and in our acrylic 
classes ‘painting trees in winter' and 
"a rugged mountain scene' 

We also have a Saturday colour 
mixing workshop on 25th January 
Cad 01295 275150 to book your 
place or for more information or visit 
www.thearteryonline.co.ukto see all 
our workshops. 



ART CLASSES 

Many art classes will be starting back 
this month and nearly every village 
or town in the area has a painting 
group or art society If you are 
thinking of joining a class, why not 
check die notice board of your local 
village hall or call The Artery to see 
what is happening near where you 
live 
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artsurgery 


WHICH WATERCOLOUR PAPER 
SHOULD YOU USE 

"you hove just started an interest in watercolour painting, you may have 
walked into your local art shop and been extremely surprised at how much 
choice there was in paper. Bui choosing the right paper wil make all the 
difference to your painting, so Shis month, I am giving you a breakdown about 
all things concerning watercolour papers to make your decision easier. 




There are three main types of paper for 
watercolours: 

1 Hot Pressed (HP): This paper is very 
smooth and is great for line drawings, pen 
and wash, and botanical or more highly 
detailed painting 

1 Cold Pressed (CP) / Also known as 
‘NOT’: This has a texture to itm the 
form of random dimples A good all- 
rounder for all types of painting 

* Rough: Similar texture to NOT paper, 
but with deeper random dimples, causing 
it to feel rougher Great for achieving 
texture in a painting The seascape was 
painted on rough paper which is great for 
dry-brush work to make the roughness of 
the sea. 

There are also lour ways you can buy 
watercolour paper: 

■ Loose Sheets: These are usually sold 
singularly and in imperial measurements. 

* Spiral pad: These can come m standard 
A sizes and in traditional mount and 
frame sizes The only snag with a spiral 
pad is that it’s hard to pull the sheets cut 
to mount or frame and often tire metal 
spiral damages and all the sheets become 
loose 

* Gummed Pad: These also come in 
standard A sizes as well as traditional 
mount and picture sizes. The paper is 
glued at one end so it makes it much 
easier to tear off to attach to a drawing 
board 

* Block Pad: Tire paper is glued on all 
four sides except for a small gap. These 
pads are ideal to take on holiday or to a 
class as it saves the need to attach the 
paper to a board, you fust work straight 
from the pad. When the painting is 
finished and dry, just put a knife into the 
little gap m the glue and run it around die 
four sides to detach the paper The next 
page is ready for use straight away! 


The weight of paper is also important and will very 
much depend on what you are doing to it and how 
much water you will be using. 300gsm (1401b) is the 
best all-round weight as it will withstand a decent 
amount of watercolour techniques and water without 
cockling (going bumpy) You can buy lighter weight 
papers, but they are less suitable for washes and better 
suited for pen and wash work, Heavier paper is also 
available and is great for heavy wet-m-wet paintings 
Paper can go up to S35gsm (2501b) and even heavier! 
Basically, the more water you will be using, tire heavier 
the paper would need to be. Watercolour paper can be 
purchased in its traditional off-white, as a tint of either 
blue, cream or green and in a brighter white The 
best-selling paper is the traditional off-white. 

A good alt-round paper for the beginner, average or professional 
mater colourist mould be a JOOgsm NOT sheet as it is mil 
stated for most types of painting. 

The mam brands of watercolour paper are made from 
wood pulp, such as Bockingford, Langton, Cotman and 
Aquafine m main stream brands, but the paper made 
by the SAA is also of good quality. Wood pulp paper is 
less expensive. An A4 pad averaging around £8 or £9 
for 12 sheets Whereas the cotton rag paper made by 
Saunders-Waterford, Arches and Fabriano would be 
almost double that price Bockingford made m the UK 
by St Cuthberfs Mill is the best-selling watercolour 
paper in the country. 


Please be a mare that 'cheap J ' watercolour paper found in 
bargain shops and in some large supermarkets may not be 
the quality that mill work wellfor you These pads mill 
generally a different look and feel to them, the dimples 
mill look very structured and not random and the surface 
will look a little grej instead of the cream or white that you 
get from other better qualify brands. Here is the reason why: 
Watercolour paper is styed front and back with gelatine , 
this gives you a decent amount of working time and allows 
yon to lift out or blend colours. After a short while, the 
gelatine breaks down and the paint gets absorbed a little 
into the fibre of the painting. With cheaper paper, they 
often miss out the siying - this means the paint becomes 
absorbed too quickly (often immediately), leaving yon no 
time to blend colours and totally enable to lift and colour 
off the paper It is in effect, blotting paper. I have had 
several students use this sort of paper in class and they' have 
become disillusioned and thought it mas their ability that 
was lacking, whereas it was simply the paper wasn't good 
enough. 
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On the trail of the English 

civil VAR... For those who have been wondering! 


Charles was in a mess, and not f or the first time either. Being a 
profligate spender he was continually strapped for cash and had 
to keep recalling Parliament to bale him out Being a past master 
at avoiding all things unpleasant Charles pretended not to notice 
all the dirty looks he was getting as he waited, cap in band, for 
die latest sub 

He even tried to help by thinking of ways to raise money like 
selling the crown jewels but as he had absolutely no idea how 
much they were worth and didn't know how to get die best price 
tins w T as a bit of a non starter (see later actions of his wife) 
Meanwhile his cash cnsis was deepening so he had to come up 
with some sort of cunning plan and pretty quickly too. 

Taxing his already hard pressed loyal 
subjects was always a winner although 
that did have the result of making them 
less loyal and more inclined to noting. 

But, Charles reasoned, after a few weeks 
this would all settle down and life would 
be, fust a bowl of cherries again. He 
had another go at implementing the 
"Ship Money" Tax but tire reaction this 
provoked from Ins loyal subjects quite 
upset him He was never any good with 
tioubles ome h o a rds an d h ere h e was 
right m die middle of a huge turmoil 
with everyone in a state of confusion 
Charles simply could not understand it, 
but he had the sense to realise that there 
was something senously w T rong with Ins 
"Ship Money" proposal and therefore 
decided that it would be a good idea to stick it back in the 
:: Book of Ancient Laws" from whence it had come and dunk up 
something else that would make him some money. 

Having used up all the likely source of funds in England Charles 
decided to turn his attention to the people of Scotland, hoping 
diey would cheerfully empty their coffers at his feet 

Feeling confident, he decided to flex his muscles against the 
Lairds of Scottish Power to see how well he had them under his 
control Even without the benefit of hindsight, one could hazard 
a guess that this was not a good idea. These Scottish Lairds, (aka 
die Tartan Mafioso) were even more fearsome than their name 
suggested and were on no account to be messed with Charles 
however, undaunted, proceeded to spell out his latest idea 

In a cataclysmic moment of sheer lunacy he issued every Church 
in Scotland with die English Book of Common prayer along 
with a demand that it be used. Even without the rest of the 
baggage Charles was carrying, this can only be thought of as a 
dodgy tune to try to get one over on the legendary wily Scots 
who were outraged at the mere suggestion of a new prayer book 
and reacted in the customary fashion of the time by noting ui 
die streets 

Charles had to muster up some troops pretty fast to quieten 
dungs down. Unfortunately the only soldiers that he could 
raise w T eie about as much use as Billy Bunter and the Removes 

22 Four Shires J^u^riOU 


at a fifth form bun fight and being no match for the Scottish 
warmongers diey soon found themselves being chased back 
over the border again To add insult to injury the Scots then had 
die temerity to inform Charles that they would not go back to 
Scotland until he paid them the expenses they had run up by 
fighting As usual, coffers empty, Charles was forced to recall 
Parliament and persuade diem to pay off the Scots so that they 
would take the High Road home. (Or the Low Road, Charles 
didn't really care as long as they were back in Scotland before 
him). 

Eventually Parliament had had enough of being thought of 
merely as a cash dispenser and they drew up a w T ish list of 

Nineteen Propositions upon which die King was 
to peruse and hopefully rubber stamp his approval. 
Tins was a bit of a long shot as well as being 
long winded and even Charles, who was not die 
brightest star m the sky, could see that, if he agreed 
to any of these proposals his position as Absolute 
monarch was severely under threat The dream-on 
list included such suggestions as: 

* Charles being removed from his fob as IC Militia 
Training (He was rubbish at it anyway and no one 
would even trust him with a game of soldiers never 
mind a Fighting Force) 

* Parliament becoming IC Foreign Policy because 
they didn't like Charles becoming increasingly 
sympadietic to Roman Catholics.. 

* Charles should hand over the rights of Ins 
children's education to Parliament asap 

■ Parliament would also undertake the arrangements for their 
marriages, in order to keep them away from any handsome, 
single Left Footers who might be around 

Charles promptly threw all Ins toys out of the pram whilst 
shouting "Shan't" so loudly that everyone could hear him and 
Parliament who now thought that they might as well be hung 
for a sheep as a lamb responded by passing an Act to say that it 
could be summoned at any time without Royal Command and 
what's more, "Ship Money" was declared to be illegal. 

Charles was really not doing too well His leadership ability was 
constantly under fire and lie had spent all Ins money Fortunately 
his wife Henrietta Man a volunteered to take the Crown T ewels 
to a Pawn Shop she blew of Somewhere in Holland She must 
have been some feisty lady not to have fainted clean away at the 
prospect of hocking the Country's Baubles and spurred on by 
the knowledge that she could almost certainly get a better price 
for them than her husband would she somehow managed to 
convince everyone that she was the right girl for the job. As she 
was Roman Catholic and therefore not to be trusted, it was even 
more remarkable that she was allowed to go. What was going to 
happen now? 

MORE NEXT TIME... 

Lis Cockrell 


Henrietta Marin volunteered to take the 
Crown Jewels to a favm Shop she knew of 
Somewhere in Holland 
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Bonhams 


Valuations 

In Broadway and Tetbury 
10am to 2pm 


Broadway 

Jewellery, Silver and Works of Art 

Wednesday 15 January 
and Wednesday 19 February 

Venue 

Hayman Joyce Estate Agents 
28 High Street 
Broadway WR12 7AA 

Tetbury 

Pictures, Sculpture, Jewellery, Silver 
and Works of Art 

Thursday 30 January 

Venue 

The Priory Inn 
London Road 
Tetbury GL8 8JJ 

Our specialists will be visiting the above 
venues to offer free valuations of items 
you may be considering selling at auction. 

For an appointment please contact: 

Simon Davies 
01865 S53640 

simon,davies@bonhams.com 



Bonhams Oxford saleroom 

Banbury Road 
Shipton on Cherwell 
Kidiington 
Oxford 0X5 1JH 


A rare 17thCentury oak Credence type table. 

Estimate £10,000-15,000. 

To be sold at Bonhams Oxford, 

on Tuesday 21 January in their sale of The Danny Robinson 
Collection of Oak, Pewter and Early Works of Art. 


International Auctioneers and Valuers -b 0 nhams.com/oxfQrd 
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Meanwhile, the packed saleroom resounded to further 
applause as the Collection's Jaguar XFC12Q Roadster made 
a record £707,000. 

However, it was die Ecurie Ecosse three-car Transporter, 
their unique I960 Commer TS3 immortalised formally 
by the Corgi toy, which exceeded all expectations as it was 
sold to tlie same US buyer for £1,800,000 after a telephone 
bidding war that lasted almost 20 minutes 

The S00-sttong crowd in Bonhams' £30-million New 
Bond Street headquarters — opened by London Mayor 
Boris Johnson on October 24- erupted as auctioneer 
Robert Brooks' hammer sealed this sale of the most 
valuable historic commercial vehicle ever sold at auction. 


F our Shire s a rts & a ntiqu e s 


JS FINE ART 

Auctioneers & Valuers 


THE COUNTRY HOUSE AUCTION 

Saturday iSth January 2014 
9:00am 


10/ 2f2(M3 08:52:02 


1952 Jaguar C-Type Two-Seat Sports 

Racing Roadster 
Sold tor £2,913,500 inc premium 
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Following die Ecune Ecosse Collection's sale excitement, 
the spotlight turned to Rmgo Start's Face! Vega., which 
sold for £337,500 while seven-time Formula 1 World 
Champion Michael Schumacher's Benetton-Cosworth 
Ford 3194 went to a German museum in Boeblmgen for 
£617,500, bringing the auction total to £16,861,630. 


James Knight. Bonhams' Group Motoring Director, said: 
,f We always knew that today's Sale had die potential to 
be a roaring success, but nobody quite anticipated the 
incredible atmosphere in the saleroom that saw so many 
truly histone cars go for such astounding prices 

"The Jaguars especially were excepti onally popular, and I 
am delighted that the Transporter will still be carrying two 
of its original Ecune Ecosse racing cars" 
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* Follower ofSalvator Rosa. Hammer price: £8,500 
Live online bidding via www.the-5aleroom.ccun 
Fully illustrated online catalogue at www.jsauctions.co.uk 


www.jsauctions.co.uk 


tel: 01295 272488 email: enquiries@jsauctions.co.uk 


All eight cars in British connoisseur Dick Skipworth's collection 
from the legendary Scottish team that won two consecutive Le 
Mans 24-Hour races in 1956 and 1957, sold at Bonhams last 
month for record prices 


Just as they did in the 1950s, four of the Ecune Ecosse Jaguars 
raced ahead of their rivals.. 


The team's 1952 Jaguar C-Type sold for no less than £2,900,000, 
amid auction-room applause, while then 1956 Jaguar f Shortnose J 
D-Type sold for £2,600,000. Both went to a buyer in the United 
States 


CARS REACH RECORD 
PRICES AT BONHAMS 









































Holloway's 

Auctioneers 

ANTIQUES AND FINE ART 
25 February 2014 



Anthony Green (b.1939) 


Patisserie Venot' 

Oil on board, partly in relief, signed and dated 2001 verso 

104 x 122cm (41x48 in) overall 
Estimate: £3,000-5,000 


Free verbal valuation days held every Thursday 9.30am - 4.30pm for items being considered 
for sale. No appointment necessary unless a jewellery appraisal is required - appointments are 
being taken for 9 and 23 January. 

49 Parsons Street, Banbury, 0X16 5NB Telephone: 01295 817777 

www.hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk enquiries@hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 
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Maggie Chaplin 

looks at great bams 
and their uses in die 
Middle Ages 




: * 


Great Barns 


. . 


the agricultural processing plants of the Middle Ages? 



We are in an age when we can have meat 
on any day of the year, peas that were 
frozen less than three hours after picking 
and fresh strawberries on New Year’s 
Day if we wish It J s hard to imagine a 
time when having enough of any so it 
of food during the harsh winter months 
was something of a lottery, and fresh 
meat and vegetables were a rarity for the 
common man. Our ancestors would have 
no doubt been bemused by our "'use by'' 1 
dates — if their eyes and noses told them 
food was edible they’d have been keen 
to eat it, and sometimes., out of sheer 
hunger, they’d have consumed it anyway, 
whatever their senses suggested 

Farmers have always been at the mercy 
of the weather, but today they have 
mechanisation to help them Combine 
harvesters lumber through the fields 
chomping up the growing cereal crop, 
spitting winnowed gram into a hopper at 
the back and casting a trail of straw and 
chaff behind Later, the grain is hot-air 
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dried if need be, stored in rodent-proof 
silos and transported in purpose built 
vehicles to its next destination. The 
scattered straw is collected and baled 
mechanically. Few men are involved 

In the Middle Ages the picture was very 
different. An army of labourers cut the 
crop by hand, bunched it into conical 
stocks in the field to dry, and then hefted 
it on to carts pulled by oxen or horses to 
be taken under cover to store until the 
gram could be manually separated This 
is where a bam came in. 

Sometimes itw T ould be a simple woo den 
shelter that provided some protection 
from die elements win 1st allowing 
passage of air to discourage rot and 
mould, and tlie processing of the harvest 
would be a small scale affair. Where a 
landowner had extensive acreage yielding 
a large volume of crops something 
more substantial and permanent was 
indicated During the 13th through 15th 


centimes numerous great barns were 
built countrywide and although their 
primary purpose was functional, many 
were so enormous and architecturally 
impressive, it was clear they were also 
intended to demonstrate power and 
importance They often bore an uncanny 
resemblance to churches. These barns 
were constructed to last and several, with 
help and restoration, have survived into 
the 21st century. 

Splendid great bams that can be 
visited from die Four Shirts include: 

Great Coxwell (built about 1300) and 
Sw ale li f f e (bus. It in the ea r!y 1400s), 
both in Oxfordshire, two 14th century 
barns in Worcestershire at B redan and 
Middle Littleton, and m Gloucestershire, 
Ashleworth (built about 1500) 

What were the essential features of a 
well-designed great barn? 

Firstly it would need a facility for the big 
wagons to pull in undercover, probably 
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into an entrance porch, before moving inside onto a large paved 
area to park and be unloaded Even lor the most experienced 
cart driver, manoeuvrability would be a problem, so high drive- 
through openings to accommodate the big ox-wains or horse 
drawn wagons would be essential 

If food supply for die farmworkers got desperately short in the 
winter, the temptation to steal from the barn must have been 
high, so massive lockable doors would be fitted to guard against 
theft, as well as to keep out the elements Sometimes for added 
security, on-site lodging would be provided for a granger, and 
evidence of such accommodation can be seen at Great Coxwell 
and at Bredon. 

Harvest time was primarily for "gathering in”. It was a period 
of hard labour from dawn till dusk, racing against the elements, 
and there was no time for anything else Separating the grain 
had to wait, so plenty of space to stow the stooks of corn was 
essential. Great barns were designed with up to ten huge storage 
bays winch had solid doors of compacted earth and sand, and 
the sheaves would be stacked high against the walls 

During harvesting, activity in the bam would be loud, frenetic 
and often dangerous: huge carts rocking on then: wooden 
wheels on the stone slabs as they were unloaded; men, some on 
die wagon, some on the ground, jostling and shouting as they 
struggled with the sheaves, whilst meantime the draft horses or 
oxen, restive at being restrained, wouldn't be too fussy about 
where they were stamping their hooves or waving their horns. 

Once the crops were stored, there was great potential for 
mould to strike, so it was important that die building, although 
enclosed, was well-ventilated. The great bams were airy with ► 






v 4 








"I* 






“1 


* ■> 










Pictures show: left: Great Coxwell barn and right lop: Great Coxwell barn s spacious interior and 
below: Bredon barn with first floor accommodation on the left 
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^ lofty, oak-beamed roofs that were tiled or slated. The three foot 
thick walls were pierced with high arrow-slit or narrow louvred 
windows, and the putlog holes that encircled the building 
penetrating the walls every few feet or so from the ground 
allowed additional ventilation 

These were holes that were deliberately incorporated into the 
walls as the building was erected to accommodate the ends of 
the supporting scaffolding poles that in medieval times were 
made of wood — hence “putlog" As the work progressed, 
another row or holes and higher working platforms w T ere 
added. In other buildings of the time, these putlog holes would 
have been filled in, but m the bams they were left open to 
increase air circulation. 

Spoilage from rodents as well as mould would be a common 
problem, and sometimes one of the putlog holes would be 
modified to allow birds of prey to enter the barn to try to help 
keep the vermin population down. In some cases a special owl 
hole was carved, and there is one at Ashleworth 

It was only when theweather turned harsh at the end of the 
year and the opportunity for useful outdoor work was limited, 
that the serious work on the harvested crop in the barn began. 

First the ears of corn had to be separated from the stalks by 
beating, or threshing, with a flail, which consisted of a wooden 
handle, with another shorter piece of wood attached fairly 
loosely at the top by means of a leather thong, so that the short 
stick could move independently of the handle Tins tool was 
often made of holly which is a dense, robust wood. 

The wagon unloading bay now became the threshing floor, 
where sheaves of com were spread and beaten with die flail. 
Some bams, like Ashleworth, had two threshing floors. A low 
kerb or threshold would prevent the separated gram from 
treading or drifting away The work was monotonous and 
back-breaking in an atmosphere thick with dust, and against a 
deafening background clatter of flails. Men were working close 
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together using potentially lethal implements and occasionally 
the leather thong connecting the two parts of the flail would 
break and the top baton would fly off — risk of injury was high. 

After the threshing, the straw would then be gathered up, either 
for immediate use as animal food or bedding, or stockpiled for 
later. The grain, wlndi still had to be separated from its husk, 
was til en swept an to piles ready to be winnowed This involved 
repeated tossing in big shallow baskets with the bam doors 
open so that a through draught would blow the chaff -away 

Once the husks had been removed, the wheat, oats, rye or 
barley would be bagged up into s acks and carted to the granary 
winch was probably just across the yard The great bams 
might also be used for storage and processing of dry pea or 
bean crops, and perhaps to layup stocks of honey, apples and 
potatoes. 

Many great bams formed part of monastic granges (farms), 
and served extensive lands so a large, well-constructed, 
processing facility made sense, but evidence from the surviving 
estate accounts relating to the Oxfordshire great barns of 
Swalchffe and Great Coxwell, however, suggests a degree of 
overbuild and overspend in both cases 

There is a tendency to refer to all great bams as tithe barns. 
Tithes were a religious tax in land, imposed on a community 
to maintain clergy and church and to provide for the poor. 
When donated produce wasiTt consumed immediately it would 
have to be stored, to be used later or sold. Where records exist, 
for Great Coxwell which was part of the grange of Beaulieu 
Abbey, for example, it is clear that tithe goods accounted 
for only a fraction of what was kept in the barn — in tins 
case a mere 12% The main purpose of most great barns was 
probably to store and process the estate's own produce 

Each of these magnificent surviving great bams was built 
over a period of several years at considerable expense and 
without the aid of mechanisation. They give us an insight 
into away of life centuries ago and their presence reminds 
us of the importance at die time of conserving enough 
food of reasonable quality to last through the winter, and of 
the struggle involved to do so. Perhaps we should be more 
appreciative of the variety of wholesome food available to us 
this winter, and maybe view our “best before” dates in a whole 
new light! 




Pictures show: top: High louvred windows at Swaldiffe 
and bottom: The wagon porches at Ashleworth great barn 
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WARWICKSHIRE HUNT 
WINTER BALL 

Amidst pink flamingoes and plastic 
palm trees guests of the Warwickshire 
Hunt sat down to dinner and dancing 
m the grounds of Upton House, with 
live music provided by johnny and the 
Zephyrs, and a carnival theme provided 
by a welcoming committee adorned with 
feathers! The disco was still bumping 
at 3.30am., and the party kept going on 
hot dogs and bacon sandwiches. Money 
was raised at auction, and generously 
sponsored by Savills. 








Pictures by Jonathan Wain show: 


1: Charlie and Alys Dawson 2: Francesca Nimmo and Charlie Post 3: Jessica Lindvall 
and John Jeffries 4: Lard For may, Ginny Gilmore, Camilla Cress well and John Jeffries 
- organisers 5: Ed Batchelor, Sam Holt, Ed Darbishire, Amber TiHeard and Rod Cash 
6: Emily Bleloth and Matthew Biddle 7: Rich and Jane Dolphin 8: Helen Bowie- 
Simpson and Alex Wyldbore-Smith 9: Laura Stratton, Iona Montgomery and Antonia 
Twis ton-Davies 10: Alys Dawson and Kiki Sadler 11: Emma Peach and James Hiatt 
12: Sam Butler and Andrew Gardiner 13: Sophie Bastock 
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1 01295 273133 
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The Four Shires 
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Marlborough Road 
Banbury 
Oxfordshire 
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Ads. 01295 709999 
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NEVER MISS AN ISSUE! 


Subscribe to The Pour Shires today and receive the 
magazine direct to your door every month. Never again 
will you miss our popular Pictures from the Past or miss 
local events listed in our Out and About section. 

Just £36 for 12 issues, or £20 for 6 issues. 

Contact orders@fourshires.co.uk to find out more. 


The Four Shires Magazine. All rights reserved Reproduction or 
transmission! in whole or in. part without written permission is strictly 
prohibited. The Four Shires magazine welcomes unsolicited manuscripts 
and photographs and every effort will be made to return them safely, 
although this cannot be fully guaranteed. The views of the contributors 
are no5 necessarily those of the publishers. ISSN 1473-0472 



FROM THE EDITOR 

IPs the Mew Year. 

Traditionally, we make promises and 
resolutions regarding the next 12 months 
and try to live up to these intentions Well, 

I gave up smoking some ten years ago now, 

I don't feel too overweight, enjoy a pint of 
Hook Norton now and again and try not to stay out too late on the 
weekend! Last year I promised to "go with the flow 1 and adopt a 
TaisseS faire 1 attitude to resolutions and being good I think I will go 
with this strategy once more. (I should however, spend a little more time on 
the allotment this year -for one reason or another the parsnips are non■ the si?e 
of elephant's tegs, the raspberry ernes are running rampant and a temfrey runner I 
planted year.t ago non 1 covers half an acre)} 


Picture by Pete Wwe 


Andrew Fairbairn, Paul Clements and myself competed in the Tour de 
Trigs Hiking competition last month. Team numbers were up nearly 
50% on previous years and it seems the competition rs going from 
strength to strength. Our thanks should be directed towards Ron 
Sangster — the founder of the event - and his team, for making sure 
that this hard physical and mental challenge continues. 

The Tour de Trigs is very much a l Banburyshire J tradition that gives 
youngsters and us "oldies’ a challenge pretty much unmatched by 
anything else in the country 


Whilst the aches, pains and blisters gained during the event disappear 1 
after a few days, some are not so fortunate. Dog J s partners in crime 
during the event, both members of the Rotary Club, managed to raise 
over £ 1000 for Leukaemia and Lymphoma sufferers One should 
remember that they would gladly trade their aches and pains for the 
msignificant little ailments we suffered during the hike... 


Wroxton House Hotel 



Wedding Showcase 


Sunday 5th January 2014 
11.00am - 3.00pm 

A gla&s of ‘bubbly' on arrival. Free admission and tree parking. 

Plan your perfect day with some of the 
region’s best Wedding suppliers and 
view the Broughton Suite dressed for 

the occasion! 

We look forward to meeting you on the day. 

Best Western Plus Wroxton House Hotel 
Wroxton, Banbury 

www. bw- wroxtonhous eh oteL co.uk 

E: events©wroxtonhousehoteI.com 
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Four Shires 

HOMES & INTERIORS 



BY SPENDING £750 ON KITCHEN RENOVATIONS 
YOU COULD SELL YOUR HOUSE FOR £8,000 EXTRA 


Home owners looking to sell their houses can spend as little 
as £750 on kitchen improvements in order to sell it up to 
eight times faster, and for up to £8,000 extra. 

Many home buyers simply won't touch a property that looks 
like it needs work, particularly in the kitchen and bathroom 
comments KIitdienV7arehouseLTD.com. Perspective buyers 
want to move somewhere that won't need the extra expense 
of renovation. 


The continued fragile state of the housing market means that 
buyers are able to pick and choose what they want, and it is 
abundantly clear that houses winch require minimum extra 
work are high pnonties 

According to KitdienWarehouseLTD.com: 

• 45% of prospective buyers won’t make an offer if the kitchen 
looks like it needs work 

• 36% won’t make an offer if the bathroom needs a lot of work 

• 52% wont buy if both need renovation 

Kitchen improvements can be achieved on a budget, through 
the use of replacement doors, worktops and plinths to give the 
heart of the home’ a brand new look at a fraction of the cost. 

With house puces showing their first signs of improvement 
for years, there’s a scramble by sellers to make their properties 
stand out from the rest. By making a few simple changes that 
don’t have to cost the earth, you can assure that you are giving 
yourself the best chance of selling your property quickly and 
for the price it deserves 




market comment 

Matthew Allen of Fisher German Estate Agents reviews recent 
market activity for people thinking of selling thisyear 



* ’higher transaction 
levels predicted in 2014 // 


• highest average price since 
April 2008 

• nearly 68,000 mortgage 
approvals in October 

• good range of geographic 
buyers 

• act now for Spring sales 


Contact Matthew at matthew.allen@fishergerman.co.uk * 01295 271555 


www.fishergerman.co.uk 


GO Four Shires Januuy^ou 
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Sulgrave, Northamptonshire 


Launching January 2014 
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Exclusive new development 

* 3 No. four bedroom homes 

* 1 No. two bedroom home 

* Well renowned builder 

* 10 Year NHBC warranty 

* Overlooking fields towards 
Sjlgrave Manor 


Prices on application 




15 OffiC GSselling acrossthe UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 
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ankerandpartners.co. 

01295 271414 


Anker 



Chartered Surveyors j Valuers | Estate Agents Lettings and Management Auctioneers 
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BARFORD ST MfCHAEL £550 f 000 


AN INDIVIDUALLY DESIGNED STONE BUILT DETACHED HOUSE 
STANDING IN DELIGHTFUL MATURE GARDENS WITH LOVELY 
VIEWS OVER ADJOINING FIELDS 

| Large hall and galleried landing over | Sitting room with 
inglenook sty e fireplace | _arge dining room | Kitchen/breakfast 
room | Utility room Family room/fourth bedroom Three first 
floor bedrooms Second bathroom ( Oil ch via rads Double 
glazed windows Extensive off road parking | Large detached 
double garage | Approx. 90' rear garden backing on to fields 
Lovely rural views Energy rating F 



SHENINGTON £249,950 


A DELIGHTFUL LISTED GRADE IE STONE AND THATCHED PERIOD 
PROPERTY TUCKED AWAY IN ONE OF THE PRETTIEST AND MOST 
SOUGHT AFTER NORTH OXFORDSHIRE VILLAGES 

Hall Sitting room with inglenook Kitchen | Dining room Rear 
lobby and WC Two bedrooms Bathroom Outbuilding/utility 
G arage G a rd e n with su mme rh o u se | 

Energy rating E 



RADWAY £255,000 


A BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED THREE BEDROOMED STONE BUILT 
HOUSE LOCATED WITHIN THIS MOST POPULAR VILLAGE WITH 
LARGE GARDENS AND LOVELY VIEWS OF THE SURROUNDING 
COUNTRYSIDE 

Entrance halfway | Dual aspect Sitting room | Superb re-fitted 
kitchen Dining room Ground floor WC | Three good sized 
bedrooms | Re-fitted family bathroom uPVC double glazing 
Central heating Large lawned rear garden | Lovely countryside 
views | Energy rating F 



MIDDLETON CHENEY £217,500 


A MODERN COTTAGE IN A QUIET AND PRETTY LOCATION WITHir 
THIS WELL SERVED AND POPULAR VILLAGE 


Entrance Hall | Sitting room Re-fitted kitchen/dining room with 
integrated appliances Two double bedrooms | Bathroom | Gas 
central heating Double glazing | Off road car parking for two 
motor cars | West facing garden 
Energy rating C 


31-32 High Street | Banbury | 0X16 5ER 
post@ankerandpartners.co.uk 

A reputation built on trust and experience 



right move 

Tl'p UK‘> nuanbai aiRuiuc«rLr nabii 
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ankerandpartners.co.uk 

01295 271414 

Lettings 

Chartered Surveyors | Valuers | Estate Agents | Lettings and Management | Auctioneers 



WROXTON * £2&oo pcm 


A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO RENT THIS EXTEN¬ 
SIVE DETACHED GRADE I: LISTED 5 BE OR 00 VI ED 
FARMHOUSE LOCATED IN THIS PRETTY VILLAGE 
TO- THE NORTH WEST OF BANBURY. 

Hallway Drawing room | Sitting room | study spacious 
kitctieri'tr&akJast room wilh Aga larder downstairs 
cloakroom ! ceilar large master suite with dressing room 
leadirg through to an en-su:te bathroom including a free 
slanding bath and shower cubicle further double 
bedroom with en-suile bathroom \ shower room double 
bed room split over two floors by a spiral staircase 
incorporating a dressing/study area | two further doubte 
bedrooms extensive gardens olf road parking 

Unfurnished - Available now 



BLOXHAM 

1 £975 PCM 

A SPACIOUS THREE BEE'ROOM EC TOWN HOUSE 
LOCATED IN A SMALL DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE 

SOUGHT AFTER VILLAGE OF BLOXHAM. 

Hall cloakroom sitting room dining room | large 
kitchervbreakfast room master bedroom suite with 
dressing room and large ensuite bathroom | two fur¬ 
ther bedrooms Family bathroom \ allocated parking 
and car port | 

Energy Raling 0 

Unurnished - Available beginning February 2014 



BLOXHAM 

* £395 PCM 

AN END TERRACED THREE BEDROOM EC PROP¬ 
ERTY IN THIS PRETTY POPULAR VILLAGE SOUTH 
EAST OF BANBURY, WITH GOOD LOCAL AMENI¬ 
TIES AND PRIMARY^ ECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Hallway Kitchen Spacious lounge,'diner | Master 
bedroom with en-suite shower room Two further 
bedrooms | Family bathroom Enclosed garden to 
rear Garage and parking lor two cars 
Energy rating 0 

Unfurnished - Available now 


PROPERTY 
REQUIRED 
FOR LETTING 


Landlords - We are an established Letting Agency with over 50 years combined experience. 
We currently require all types of property in all location*, to add to our register, 
Services are tailored fo meet Individual client requirements. Our fees are eompelitive. 



SHUTFORD 

* £375 PCM 


A VERY WELL PRESENTED AND SPACIOUS 
TWO BED ROOMED BUNGALOW SITUATED 
IN A QUIET CUL DE SAG IN THIS POPULAR 
VILLAGE TO THE NORTH WEST OF BANBURY 

Halfway Lounge Kitchen with integrated white 
goods | Conservatory i Two double bedrooms with built 
in wardrobes Shower room | Enclosed rear garden | 
Garage and off street parking Energy rating E 

Unfurnished - Available now 



SIBFORD FERRIS 

* £350 PCM 

A RARE OPPORTUNITY TO RENT THIS VERY 
WELL PRESENTED AND SPACIOUS GROUND 
FLOOR APARTMENT SET WITHIN A BEAUTIFULLY 
RESTORED MANOR HOUSE LOCATED IN “HIS 
PRETTY VILLAGE TO THE WEST OF BANBURY 
Communal entrance Hall f Hallway | Sitting Room 
Dining room Kitchen with integrated appliances Util¬ 
ity room | two double bedrooms with en-suite bathroom 
to master | family bathroom communal gardens | Ga¬ 
rage and parking space i Energy rating E 

Furnished/Unfumished - Available Immediately 



GREAT BOURTON 

* £725 PCM 

A C EUGHTFUL TWO EEDROOMED COTTAGE 
SITUATED IN A QUIET VILLAGE TO THE NORTH 
OF BANBURY 

lounge kitchen with appliances ! two double 
bedrooms good sized family bathroom | patio garden 
to rear | two off street parking spaces | 

Energy Rating F 

Unfurnished - Available beginning January 2014 


THE PROFESSIONAL LETTING AGENTS... TALK TO US FIRST 


31-32 High Street | Banbury 0X16 5ER 
post@ankerandpartners.co.uk 

A reputation built on trust and experience 
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Recently you may have noticed the bright hues 
of pinks and orange popping up everywhere. 
But as appealing as those colours can be, most 
homeowners have found it a little difficult to 
decorate with orange and pink These colours 
may still linger over the next several months 
but yellow hues will definitely be taking their 
place as the next uplifting colour for 2014. 

In order to counterbalance and neutralise 
these bright colours, homeowners will be 
using softer shades of natural, organic colours 

Yellow is the trending leader for 2014. The 
colour itself can be quite tocb/ Too strong 
and it can be blinding, too light and the punch 
can be lost. Try pairing it with grey, taupe 
and sand to get the perfect accent colour for 
your space It could work partuclarly well if 
you have dark stairwells or corridors in your 
home, as it is also very light reflecting 

Teal Bine is still a popular choice and is 
a wonderful colour to combine with most 
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A complete range of interior and exterior high quality 
Iight fittings with friendly, helpful advice and service 
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selection at 


Red continues to appear on runways however, instead of 
a bright red, a toned down, darker apple red is being paired 
with a medium blue and butterscotch that provides an 
Americana style. 

Khaki sends an organic message When combined with 
other colours such as cognac, black, brown, sage greens 
and water blue it offers an appealing decorating palate. 
Khaki has a wonderful stability for being the dominant 
color with strong gravity to pair it with a brighter colour. 

What is true of any colour you choose to use in your 
home is that it needs to reflect something of you You are, 
afterall going to be the one who will live with the colour 
on a daily basis So stick to something you like and that 
works for your home and family life and it is safe to say 
that you can't go far wrong. 




prices 
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OTHER TRENDS YOU CAN 
EXPECT TO SEE THIS YEAR 

Patterns: Strong geometric patterns have been seen on 
fabric and furniture for the last three years. In 2014 we 
will see those dominating lines softened and classic, floral 
patterns replacing the angles. 

Ease into the bolder floral prints by combining diem with a 
white or neutral background. For example, consider a solid 
white sofa with floral cushions 

Texture: Home interiors need to feel good as well as 
look good. Natural elements such as warm woods, soft 
comfortable fabrics, textured tiles that bring dimension and 
smooth sleek surfaces will be the main focus for 20'14's home 
decor 

Male Influence: Traids are an illustration of what is 
occurring in various aspects of our society As men are 
spending more time in the home they are becoming more 
interested and involved in decorating it A male's decorating 
style is similar to a well tailored w T ardiobe It is strong, sturdy, 
and robust in deep colour tones 

Personality: Accessories tell a story about the people w T ho 
live in the home They should reflect your true personality, 
whatever that may be, eclectic, quirky or traditional The 
most exhilarating homes are the ones diat are decorated with 
objects that inspire and provoke conversations Nov/ is the 
time to pull out your travel memorabilia and collections to 
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DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 

PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 



TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES, WE CAN 
NOW OFFER THE 'LIVING ROOM’ ORANGERY AND THE BI-FOLD DOORS, AS SHOWN 
ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 


* I 

HomePro 

Insurance 



FENSA 

Registered Company 


PROfll£Q2 

% 




Showroom at 

17 Thorpe Place, Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 
Email gray@banwindows.freeserve co.uk Webwww.banwin.co.uk 
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PEREGRINE FALCON 
SWOOPS TO KILL 

This amazing set of pictures was sent in to the Four 
Shires by Brailes, Warwickshire reader Ralph Moyles. Pie 
was sitting m his living room when this magnificent 
bird of prey swept down in to the garden and started 
to devour a pigeon that it had caught It took nearly 45 
minutes to complete the job — giving Mr Moyle plenty 
of time to capture these amazing hr rather gruesome) 
lm ages. 

Mr Moyles commented: It was amazing that the bird 
continued to snack on the pigeon with me only 30 feet 
away taking pictures It must have been quite hungry 
as it didn't stop in its travails " 

At the start of the event the bird has an empty crop 
and towards the end it can clearly be seen bulging at 
the expense of the poor old pigeon 
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WINTER SALE NOW ON 
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ST MARY 
THE VIRGIN 
CHURCH 
WITNEY 


Who can ■visit Witney and fail to be impressed by St Mary the Virgin church? 


When approaching the building from the south, the church towers above the 
surrounding playing helds (the church leys) and is almost the focal point of a 
beautiful avenue of lime trees. The playing fields are a permanent memorial to those 
from Witney who gave their lives during the First World War. 


Th e view from the northerly, Town end J is less verdant, often in shadow, - but still 
impressive 


The first record of a church at the site is in 1142 in the time of Bishop Henry of 
Blois — younger brother of King Stephen of England He was involved in many 
church building projects — famously at Winchester There is a strong possibility that 
there was a Saxon church at Witney, predating the 12th century church — but no 
records exist 


Pictures show: left hand page, main picture: St Mary the Virgin Church and inset: The carving of the 
Bishop of Blois and the architect's wife! and bottom: The memorial plaque to those who died in 
World Wail. 

Right hand page, top: The lime tree avenue, bottom left: The Almshouses near the church and right: 
Ike "'Maori' rude face 
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As with many market towns in the Four 
Shins, during the middle ages commerce 
prospered around the wool trade. 

As business grew, so did donations 
to the church and building work was 
fun de d One we aIthy, loca 1 wo o 1 f ami ly 
the Wenmans, were notable in their 
provision for the church. 

The earliest parts of the present building 
are the inner door of the north porch 
(the entrance) and die pillars of stone 
supporting the roof of the main church 
(die nave). It is on the very top of 
these that one can make out the face of 
Bishop Henry and the architect's wife! 

Added 200 years later there is a far 
more exuberant stone carving in the 
St George Chapel — a very rude man 
'making a face’. He resembles a Maori 
warrior opening his eyes wide and 
sticking his tongue out! The carving 
shows the dexterity of the stone mason 

— and would have put the keenest eyed 
parishioners firmly in then place — the 
church and all those m its employ 
were at almost the very top of social 
hierarchy 

There's a wonderful old wooden chest 
m a room on the northerly side of die 
church (the north transept). Tins chest 
dates from the 15th century and has 
three enormous locks equally spaced 
down the edge There would have been 
til re e keys for the chest — one for each 
church warden and one for the rector. 
The lock on the right looks as though 
it has, at some point, been forced open 

— the iron covering plate is bent back at 
45 degrees. One wonders what valuables 
were kept in the chest and who tned to 
force die lock? 
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There are many interesting memorials inside the 
church, dedicated to both die rich and to those 
less well off There is an alabaster memorial to 
one Dr Batt who diedm 1883 — it is beautifully 
carved. A more touching memorial however, 
can be found m the floor on the northern side 
of the main church It is a memorial to a small 
child who died in 1712. dacob lies beneath, 
dnId of Johan and Marla Goole 1 The bones 
and skull on the memorial are very small. 

The largest stained glass window can be found 
at the west end of die diurch and it shows 
vignettes from an old testament story £ Jos eph- 
the PharoalTs steward". 

As with any church of such In story there are 
many interesting aspects to be found outside 
There is a wonderfully decorated door to the 
north of the building and many interesting 
tombs to be explored. 

The Almshouses to the north were built in 
the 17th century with money provided by one 
Mr Holloway The houses seen today were 
renovated in the 19th century. 

A visit to Witney isn't really complete without 
a short excursion to the wonderful church It 
has been a place of tiiought and tranquility for 
almost 10 centuries. Unfortunately nowadays, 
that tranquillity is very often disturbed by the 
sound of military jets flying in and out of 
nearby RAF Brice 
Norton. Never in 
•a thousand years 
would Bishop Henry 
of Blois envisaged 
such manmade 
interruptions! 
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Favourite 

WALKS 


EEDi 


I have been walking and angle ling and hopefilly sknring 
with you, some of the more interesting and unusual 
parts of The Four Shires for the past four years and I am 
starting this Hew Year with an A - Z of some of the best 
bits. There is no need to do the whole walk, but many of 
them worth taking a look at - plus a tew tips. 


_A.ynho and apricots go hand m hand 
Aynho is the most southerly point of 
the East Midlands, the walls of many of 
the properties in the village are covered in 
carefully trained apneot trees. Originally 
imported by diplomat Sir Thomas 
Cartwright they are still being replanted as 
needed. Aynho apneot jam is for sale in 
the vestry of the church and there used to 
be a local Morns dance side: "The spnho 
ApncotsT 



Bridges are all over the Four Shins area 
whether they be crossing die Oxford Canal, 
the River Cherwell or even the M40 When 
we walked the Oxford Canal each bridge is 
numbered from No 1 where the canal starts 
at Coventry all the way to the mid 250s at 
the Oxford end The most spectacular and 
one of the most photographed bridges in 
the country is the Faiiadian Bridge in the 
grounds of Stowe House 


Oates by viaduct and tunnel was one of 
the big surprises I found oil one my earlier 
walks Two massive Victorian constructions, 
the tunnel earned the Grand Central 
Railway under Cates by House and the 
viaduct over the River Learn Both are truly 
spectacular and well worth the effort in 
going to s ee. 


Dedcington is a really interesting place to 
wander around - but it was the discovery of 
Samuel Hamman, who started Ins journey 
to fortune from the village (or town) that was 
the most exciting. Running away from home 
as a young hoy he went to sea and eventually 
ran The Deddmgton Steam Ship Company with 

boats named 
after north 
Oxfordshire 
villages that 
sailed around 
die world! 
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Edge Hill and Burton Dassett light railway 
ran from near the village of Rat ley down 
the slopes of Edge Pill before joining up 
with die main line, where the army camp at 
FGneton is situated. You can track (sorry) its 
route quite easily from where it aits across 
camp lane all die way to die camp, much of 
it lies abandoned If you are lucky, like I was, 
you will come across lengths of old rail and 
pulling mechanisms. 

Four Shires meet or to be strictly accurate 
used to meet at The Four Shires stone 
located alongside the main A44 Chipping 
Norton road, originally where Oxfordshire, 
Warwickshire, Worcestershire and 
Gloucestershire met. A county boundary 
change eventually moved Worcestershire a 
few miles away Who would have thought 
It would one day have a magazine named 
after it? 

General Foods coffee plant dominates 
the skyline from all aroundBanbury. lt J s 
a bit like a giant comfort blanket I It helps 
you to work out where you are when you 
are holding your map upside down, and it 
sometimes looks quite spectacular when it J s 
belching out steam in the sunrise or sunsets. 

Hunt Edmunds were a Banbury based 
brewery in Bridge Street who at their 
peak had over 100 pubs including one 
m Bridgend, South Wales. Most are new 
private houses but still have the round 
plaque of the brewery on their walls Most 

are grey and silver 
but there are one 
or two that were 
cream and blue. 
We discovered 
examples of both 
m Wardmgton It's a great game for the 
children when out and about. . How many 
can you find? 

Inns and pubs play a big part of our walks. 
They axe where we aim to finish or start 
or even stop off during our walk We have 
enioyed everything from a bowl offish soup 
and a chilled bottle of Saucer re, a £50 pork 
bap and a mug of soup for a fiver It would 
be very wrong to single anyone out but 
when you have walked 1G miles or so they 
are all good. 


Juniper Hill 
is a hamlet 
just sou Hi of 
Brackley, it was 
the birthplace 
of Flora 

Thompson who fictionalised Lark Rise in 
her trilogy Lurk Rise to Cmdkford. We spent 
some time here and at nearby Cottisford 
where there are many references to her in 
the Church. There are many definitions as 
to what constitutes a hamlet but the most 
popular is a settlement without a church or 
any public buildings. 

Kiddington just north of Woodstock was a 
very exciting place to walk IBs high profile 
owner has some pretty impressive security 
and file footpath that takes you through 
the estate is very well signposted The walk 
through impressive parkis well worth doing, 
if you want to visit the Churdi you collect 
the key from the gatehouse! 

Leamington Spa is where you can find 
elephants! We walked around Leamington 
a couple of years back In Victorian times 
it was home of three of the largest hotels in 
Europe for those wishing to take the tip a 
water To keep them entertained the town 
had a permanent arcus with a troupe of 
elephants that were housed in the town The 
large doors of the elephant house can be 
easily found in die north of the town and 
the buck ramp where they were led to the 
River Learn to bathe is still there behind the 
post office. 

M llcombe just beyondBloxham is where 
we find the Dovecote. Bruit in the 18th 
Century it was part of the Milcombe Hall 
Estate and after many years of disrepair 
was refurbished m the 1990s and is new a 


scheduled monument and Grade 2 listed 
building It's set in die middle of what is 
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known as The Dovecote Open space, 
maintained by Cherwell District Council it 
is a well used and popular area of the village 
and a great place to sit and 1 aze. 

Not guilty was the verdict when togedier 
with editor Jeremy and four other Four 
Shi,ns readers we visited die new disused 
Crown Court in Warwick. We visited die 
cells including a very sobering visit to die 
old Victorian part diat used to hold up to 
40 prisoners all chained togedier There is 
much to do and see in Warwick but diere 
are now regular trips around die courts. It is 
well worth the effort 


get very close to on the public paths that 
wind through the estate 

Roger is my regular walking partner, he 
serves several purposes! As an architect 
he sees tilings in buildings diat even the 
guide books don't He knows the individual 
species of trees, butterflies and birds 
and is a very good conversationist But, 
on a serious note walking across open 
countryside and through woods on your 
own can be dangerous - it easy to fall and 
stumble and north Oxfordshire is not 
known for the quality of its phone signals! 
Best be safe and walk in pairs. 


o Id schools and post offices are 
everywh ere Wh en we walk through die 
villages many houses and cottages are 
named after their former uses My favourite 



is The Old Smet Shop m Kings Sutton where 
the current owners have jars of Liquorice 
Allsorts and Humbugs in the window. The 
most unusual is The Old l-Toh.u Maktrs, can 
anyone better that? 

Plush is a fab 11 c similar to that used 
to make teddy bears and was used as a 
high quality covering of upholstery and 
furnishings in many of Europe's Royal 
courts including Windsor Castle for Queen 
Victoria. It is hard to believe but the centre 
of the world plush industry was nearby 
Shutford! A walk around the village offers 
many clues, die names of die houses, and 
the site of die old factory. 

Queen Elizabeth's diamond lubilee was 
celebrated by the owner of Tusmore Park 
by building an obelisk in her honour in the 
grounds of Ins mansion. At 92ft, it is the 
largest bruit in tins country since the 18th 
century, weighing 300 tons and capped with 
gold it is an amazing structure that you can 


D pi res dominate many of die views in 
tins area, Kings Sutton, B loxham and 
Adderbury are all well known. If you stand 
near the entrance to Tadmarton Heath Golf 
Club you can line all three up But there are 
many others we have found on our trips 
and all again are terrific landmarks and aid 
navigation. 

Totem poles are not what you would 
expect to fin dm tins part of die world but 
we found one in the playground in Avon 
Das sett It is full size and brightly painted, 
die original cue was carved by local man 
“Ftft the Druid" after returning from a 
holiday in Canada though Health and Safety 
were concerned that that die base had 
rotted away and it could be pushed over. 

It was removed a couple of years back and 
sold at auction where it raised /300 for 
village funds He has carved the current one 
from a single piece of ash and still has a few 
finishing touches to make to it, if you see it 
at night the car lights reflect. 


TJ pper Heyford is die home of the 
heathy Heyfordians They are a group of 
Four Shires' readers who regularly walk die 





footpaths around their village. They walk 
once a week and are happy for anyone to 
join diem. You can get more details from 
Jo on 01869 232291, tiiey knew the bits the 
maps don't shew 

Views are some of die best reasons for 
doing these walks. My favourite was from 
up above Tysoe where with the naked eye 
you could take in the Black Mountains in 
Brecon, South Wales, die Rotunda in die 
centre of Birmingham and the lift; tower in 
Northampton. But equally impressive are 
the views towards Banbury from the east or 
the classic view of Warwick Castle from the 
River Avon bridge 


War graves are something we look out 
for in die many churchyards we visit. The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
website gives full details of every war grave 
in the country and 
there is some very 
thought provoking 
information there. 

Likewise every village 
we visit has a war 
memorial and many 
of die names on those 
never came back 

x marks the spot 
where pirates bury 
their treasure audit 
was in Todenham where we came across a 
memorial tablet fixed to the south wall of 
the village church. The top was dominated 
by a skull and crossbones! Sadly all the 
words have been eroded away but my fertile 
imagination convinces me that tins is some 
homage to an old fashioned pirate - though 
tins far from the sea - that is probably 
unlikely. 



\ ew trees dominate many of the 
churchyards we visit, indeed they are an 
important part of our walks. There many 
varied reasons as to why the yew is found 
m so many churchyards - all of which seem 
perfectly logical. Visit Helmdon or Thorpe 
Mandeville to see 1000 year old specimens! 

Zander are now regularly caught in The 
Oxford Canal. A pike-perch hybrid they 
are not indigenous to the UK but were 
introduced to die waterways of East Anglia 
and have soared rapidly. When walking the 
Oxford Canal I was invited oil to a boat 
where die owner fed me on fresh caught 
Zander with a salad of Wild Sorrel! 


So there we are, die best bits of die last few 
years I Here's to the next and happy walking 
to all 
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Whoever heal'd of a fat butterfly? The Brimstone has to be 
a likely candidate. This butterfly is unusual in more ways 
than one There are no similar species so it is unique in that 
respect, and it lives for about thirteen months, which is a 
long time for a butterfly. It is also possible that you might 
spot one around on a sunny day in January 

Many species of butterfly migrate from warmer countries in 
the summer, whilst others that hibernate m the UK. do so as 
pupae, hatch into adults in the spring and breed the same 
year The Brimstone, by contrast, rather than wasting its 
energies that season in mating and egg-laying, spends the 
whole of its fust year feeding to build up reserves of fat to 
last it through till the following spring It takes nectar from 
a variety of flowers, including cowslips, primroses, 
bluebells, thistles and dandelions, and then overwinters as 
an adult, often in old dense ivy 

When the temperature begins to rise, the Brimstone male 
will emerge first from his resting place He has bright 
yellow 7 wings, which some say gave rise to the name 
butterfly — butter-coloured fly He'll patrol scrub and 
hedgerows looking for a mate, who is, of course a less 
gaudy version of himself m appearance The female 
Brimstone is a delicate pale green, which gives her excellent 
camouflage 

When the pair have found each other they indulge in a brief 
prenuptial courtship flight high in the air, before tumbling 
44 Four Shires Jahuaey20U 


back down into the privacy of a bush to mate. Then that's 
the sex over with as far as the female's concerned. She only 
lays one brood a year, and is very fussy where she deposits 
her eggs. This is because Brimstone caterpillars will only eat 
the leaves of two plants: buckthorn and alder buckthorn. 
Nothing else will do, so she spends a considerable amount 
of time selecting the right leaves, and lays her pale green 
eggs singly rather than in clusters About ten days later the 
caterpillars emerge and eat solidly for about a month, 
undergoing four moults during this period, after which they 
pupate Both caterpillars and pupae are shades of 
buckthorn leaf green and are w T ell disguised. 

Approximately two months after the eggs were laid the 
young adults will hatch and repeat the cycle: a summer of 
eating, a winter of sleeping and a brief energetic fling in the 
spring, after which the mature butterflies, job done, will die 

This superb, unique butterfly, although limited in its range 
by the distribution of the larval food plant, is fairly 
common m the Four Shires and is considered to have a 
stable population, so it's not threatened. In flight the males 
distinctive bright yellow colouring makes him easy to spot, 
whereas the paler female can be mistaken for a large white. 
The Brimstone, confident of its camouflage, stays quite still 
when resting in the cool of the day, but if you want to 
admire one up close, you'll have to look hard, because with 
closed wings it looks remarkably like iust another leaf! 
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SO THAT WAS THE YEAR THAT WAS. 


George takes a look back on the highs and lows of the 2013 
farming calander and looks forward to the arrival of the first of 


the 2014 lambs 



COUNTRYMAN 


It is said that you should never wish time away, but for personal 
health reasons, I will not be disappointed to see the passing of 2013. 
Apart from being obliged to spend a number of weeks as a guest of 
the NHS, this year has had its highs and lows. 

The first few weeks of the year were very busy with "shirt sleeves' 
lambing which kicked off with the Cotswolds in mid-January The 
"girls’ produced a very pleasing crop of lambs with eight of the ewe 
lambs being entered into the flock book. This year also brought the 
Apletree flock its first show ring rosettes, with the January born ram 
lamb Apletree Blizzard and the assistant shepherd strutting their 
stuff at the Moreton in the Marsh agricultural show in September. 
The main flock came down in March and went away to grass with a 
good crop of lambs, most of which, unlike the previous year had 
left the farm by the end of October. 

After the very difficult 2012 autumn we were obliged to plant a 
number of spring crops to replace winter planted crops that had 
failed. 

The bees, after a very late start, came up trumps and produced an 
average crop of honey and have gone into the winter in very good 
form. 

By the time the "green goddess' came out of the barn the 'old man' 
was back in action and the harvest operation went without a hitch. 
This w T as a complete reverse from the 2012 harvest when we were 
drying grain for weeks after the harvest had finished. This year’s 
har vest as harvests go was an "easy’ one, but although the quality 
was good, tire yields were well down oil our five year average. 

The autumn planted crops went into very good conditions and now 
look very well and we shall again be planting some spring crops in 
an attempt to get on top of the ever growing grass weed problems. 

October saw the arrival of another member of the farming family, 
Jake. A nine week old 'bare skin' (short coated) sheep collie he is 
already showing a 'good eye' as he works the farm yard ducks* He is 
still very much a puppy though and will not be introduced to sheep 
for some time yet. 

The farm’s wildlife have had a far better year - than I expected, with 
the grey partridge numbers recovering well after the disastrous 2012 
breeding season. Sadly, after being washed off twice during last 
year’s breeding season, only two pairs of curlew returned to breed in 
the spring of 2013 Their nests were wiped out by ground predators. 

The small farm land birds have also had abetter breeding season 
and are now tucking into the seed strips and despite all the doom 
and gloom coming out of the RSFB, many of the small endangered 
list farm land finches are here in good numbers. 

A few weeks ago some of the national press carried a report from 
the RSFB stating that due to modern agricultural methods, the 
yellow hammer was in serious decline. The report was accompanied 
by a full colour photograph of a yellow wagtail - a completely 
different bird which is a summer visitor to this country. The yellow 
hamm er is a resident British bird and both species are doing well in 


this neck of the woods. This is not the first time one of these 
editors has proved that all they are doing is paraphrasing that dished 
out by our self-appointed green guardians, without knowing what 
they are talking about. 

I have been bashing out this column for more years than I care to 
remember and the Clifton Sea has had a fair amount of cover ages 
Until a few months ago the environment agency was responsible for 
the management of this country's river system. After last year's 
deluge which resulted in wide spread flooding and damage to farm 
land a government enquiry concluded that the agency was not doing 
its |ob of maintaining our river systems. In truth as the 
environmental agency is a government quango under the control of 
DEFRA, it is DEFRA and their 'Green Taliban' advisors and not 
the agency managers that caused the problem. 

We are now being told that it is now the riparian owners 
responsibility to maintain the river system with advice from the 
agency 

November was very wet and we were on river watch almost 
constantly. The river came up very fast as the water was let down 
from the flood defence scheme and we moved the sheep back on to 
high ground expecting the river to burst its banks. But it didn’t 
happen After the second red alert, we discovered that the river 
downstream had been dredged by a group of riparian owners and 
the water was now able to get away before the river burst its banks. 

Ho hum 

By the time this is on the news-stands we shall be into the New Year' 
and if Jago has done his job the Cotswolds will be producing the 
first lambs of the year It is always a happy time of the year when the 
new lambs start to appear and one I look forward to, as it means 
spring is not far behind 

The spring of 2014is set to be a difficult time in die farm office. 

As I have reported before, the changes to the CAP have been agreed 
by the council, but for the farmers the direction in which the change 
will take is far from settled The mandarins of DEFRA have yet to 
tell us just how they will administer the new arrangement, but 
whatever they decide it seems that British farming will yet again be 
sold down the river, as the green lobby try to grab as much as they 
can from farm payments 

We already know that up to 15% of the CAP will be used for 
environmental and rural development (whatever that is) But the real 
crunch will come in the detail as we are told that 30% of any 
payments we receive will depend on complying with the new, yet to 
be announced, environmental regulations It seems that those of us 
who are already doing their bit for the environment and sts wildlife 
will take a double hit as the new regulations will come on top of 
what we are already doing In the end this will prove very divisive 
and counterproductive with regard to environmental protection 

To make ends meet, we may have to be very selective with the 
regulations 
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Four Shires countryfile 


Now is the ideal time to continue planting soft cane 
fruit, however if soil conditions are not suitable at 

jl_ % 

the time, plant them first in pots to prevent the roofs 
from drying out 
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THINGS THAT YOU CAN 
DO IN THE GARDEN 
THIS MONTH 

It's usually fairly quiet this month 
apart from perhaps starting to raise 
plants from seed and frying to keep the 
garden looking good. 

If you tan muster the inspiration then 
here are some things you can think 
about when it comes to your outside 
space. 

Vegetables: 

* Seed potatoes should be stored in trays, in a light, 
cool, frost-free place to chit ready for planting 

m March or April Sowings can ■still be made of 
broad bean Aqua duke Claudia and The Sutton 
(under cloches) if conditions are suitable In die 
greenhouse, sowings can be made of aubergine and 
summer maturing cauliflower 

* In colder parts of the country, and for exhibition, 
sowings of onion should be made in the greenhouse, 
harden off the plants in March prior to planting 
outdoors m Apni 

* Prepare a deep trench, for where runner beans are 
to be grown next summer, by -digging cut and filing 
with rotted compost from your compost bin, plus 
during winter you can carry on adding kitdien w T aste. 
Then in late spring cover with soil and sew your 
beans on top 

Fruit: 

* Continue to plant raspberries and other soft cane 
fruit, however, if soil conditions are unsuitable when 
you receive your plants, plant them temporarily 

in a spare piece of land or pot to prevent die 
roots drying out, until there is an improvement. 
Established f nut bushes and trees should be pruned. 

* Remove any old stems to avoid over-crowding in 
the middle of whitecurrants and redcurrants. Also 
the sideshoots should be primed sc there is just one 
bud, 

* Dormant clumps of early rhubarb should have 
buckets or forcing jars placed over them which will 
encourage stems to form giving an early harvest 

* Nectarines and peaches that are being grown in 
pots should be moved under cover for the winter, 
such as m an unheated greenhouse. Keeping rain 
off these trees will assist m preventing the spread of 
peach leaf curl disease. The early flowers w T ill also be 
protected from frost 
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Trees and Shrubs: 

* Mew plantings should be protected from die wind by 
erecting a shelter around them 

* Move container shrubs being over-wintered into a cold 
greenhouse, cold frame or you could even use bubble plastic 
and plant jackets /giant fleece bags to wrap or place your 
pots in as they will all give protection, 

* Fleece or netting should be used to protect vulnerable 
plants from severe frost. 

* Tree ties and stakes should be checked for loosening 

* Use wire netting to protect outdoor seedbeds, pots and 
trays from damage by squirrels. 

* Glue bands can be applied around tree trunks to control 
pests such as die winter moth. 

Flowers: 

* Sowings can be made of antirrhinum, begonia, geranium, 
gloxinia, lobelia, sweet pea and verbena. Some perennial 
plants such as anemone, auricular, aqiulegia, hollyhock and 
hiiphofia can also be sown at tins tune. Sweet peas that have 
been raised from autumn sowings can be encouraged to 
form sideshoots by pinching out the seedling tips 

* Cut down flowering perennials to ground level Any newly 
panted perennials or winter bedding that have been lifted by 
frost should be firmed back in. 


Glue bands can be applied around tree trunks to control 
pest, such as winter moths 
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E & SONS 

AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL BMG INEERS SALES AND SERVICE 





ATV Utility range from 

125cc to 700cc 


STOVAX 


Domestic and professional 
chainsaws including 
the Lithium ion Power 

Tool Range 

V 


STtHL 


VIKING 


STJffL 

■■ * u ■ ■ 





Range of tillers 
and rotovators 

• Chippers 

• Shredders 
> Garden 

Machinery 


Calor gas bottles (collection 
only) Selection of LPG heaters 
both domestic 
and industrial 


G/UO 


51 



Quality wood burning & 
multi-fuel stoves available 
in cast iron and steel 

Good range 
of accessories 
available 


AGA 


cam tk-.in s rnvi r 



F1FHREEFARM, WARMINGION, BAN BUR/, GX17 ULTBj 01295 211790 MON - FRI 8.00 - 5,00 SAT 8.30 - 12 WWW. FN PI LEGO, UK 
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* When leaf shoots begin to show on crocuses, remove die pots 
from die beds where they had been placed-, clean die pots of any 
old compost and place them m a cold greenhouse for the flowers 
to develop. 

* Bare-rooted roses can continue to be planted To avoid disease 
refrain from planting new roses where old ones have been 
removed from However, the exception to tins is if the soil has 
been replaced and conditioned 

Bulbs: 

1 To prolong die flowering period of winter-flowering houseplants 
avoid droughts and any dry places such as near fires or radiators, 
by keeping them m good light and a cool position To prevent 
disease remove dead leaves from foliage of plant Remove any dead 
flowers on cyclamen and azaleas to prolong their flowering period 
Daffodils and hyacinths can be force fed to buildup bulbs. Pnor 


BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 





Demwtic & C amjnsrcial 
« undrare Machinery 




TOS? 



$alt% Service* Sparc Parti 


rrj! Oflflri 



Shenington Airfield 

Jeff Dean* *75$* 

©Husqvama www.6rucrfwpkto. co.Bk 


HAYTER 



Winter Gardening 

AT FARNBOROUGH 


UAMINGTOM SPA 


UAVTNTKV 


STRATFORD LTON 
avom 


KAR.NEOROL'GH 
□ARDEN CENTRE 


Ha refurlong nurseries 


JilCtMiTTiR 


AMBURY 


Open six days a week: 
Tue - Sat 9am - 5.00pm 

Sundays 10.30am - 4.30 

Open Bank Holiday Mondays 

Tel: (01295) 690479 


CHIPPING NORTON 


on A423 SOUTHAM ROAD 
Nr FARNBOROUGH, 
BANBURY, 0X17 1 EL 
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to bulbs appealing spread mulch over the flower borders and also 
around shrubs. 

1 Hippeastrum bulbs can be planted m free-draining compost 
and placed somewhere warm, for example a shelf over a radiator, 
encouraging strong root development along with flowering. Do not 
leave them standing in water 

1 Bulbs, corms and tubers that are being kept in store should be 
checked regularly for sigjis of deterioration or rot. 

General Information: 

1 All leaves that have fallen, along with the ones under bushes and 
hedges, should be cleared away as they give protecti on for snails 
and slugs during the winter months. Also remember that falling 
leaves can clog up greenhouse gutters. All the raked up leaves may 
be left to rot down m a leaf bin. 




1 To let in more light, the greenhouse roof can be washed down 
removing dirt and grime It is also a good idea to empty and clean 
water-butts Trays and pots can be cleaned ready for use. Another 
idea is for tools and equipment such as lawnmcwers to be cleaned 
and serviced 


4 Any areas of ground that are presently empty can be dug over 
forking m plenty of rotted manure or compost, should conditions 
prove wet a polythene sheet can be used to cover the area helping 
to keep any further rain off, then once the soil has dried out digging 
can begin again. 

4 To improve drainage and reduce waterlogging, stand planted patio 
pots up on feet so that they are slightly raised from direct contact 
with the ground Also during very cold spells move them to a 
sheltered position. 
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Cherwell Garden 
Machinery 

COMPETITIVE SERVICING RATES % 

s —s • Qualified staff 

V A • Quality Products 
1 A • All products tried & tested 1 * 
\ • The most competitive rates 

• Fully equipped 
workshops 


a? atom 


A F.'i-n* J.'• E,>. AS ~}L 

Byfield Shop Open 

Mon - hi: 3am - bpm 
Sat: flam - 12.30pm 

Boddington Rd. Byfield. 
IM'hamptonshlre, NN11 GFL 

Tel: 01327 264B44 


Revolutionary sole from Michelin 
Jersey Lined - ■— 


Including VAT 
(£83.34 ex VAT) 


January 

IEN6 loots SALE 


and service call 01295 

10 Bridge Street 71 75 j 

Banbury ||^|l 

CXOii Q B HUqi • 

0X16 5PN — f.LJW- 
www.cherwellgarden.co.uk 


LE CHAMEAU 


OXDALE LOG SPLITTERS 

■ 10 Tonne splitting force 

■ Takes logs up to 18* high 

■ 3 point linkage mounted 

• CE marked 

* British Made 


Whilst stocks East. 
Prices Include VAT 
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Which 
watercolour 
paper should 
you choose? 
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WHAT'S INSIDE FOUR SHIRES THIS MONTH? 


6 BOOKS 

hnssie Badger of the Old 
Hall B ook Shop offers up some 
wonderful reads. 

8 AROUND THE SHIRES 

Take a look at what has been 
happening m the Four Shares over 
the past month 

12 PETER JONES MEETS. 

This month Peter ’ones meets 
our MP, Sir TonyBaldry 

13 LETTERS AND DOG 
Your letters - What has Dog 
found interesting this month? 

14 OUT AND ABOUT 

Local Four Shire-:' listings 
including a look forward to key 
events in 2014 

20 ART CLASS 

B arry W lute ho use looks at 
watercolour paper quality 

23 ANTIQUES 

Local sale successes. 

26 GREAT BARNS 

Maggie Chaplin looks at the 
history of great barns in the area. 

30 H OMES AND INTERIORS .. 

Looking at 2014 design trends 
from colours to patterns 

42 FAVOURITE WALKS 

After nearly four years of walking 
around the Four Shires., Peter Jones 
offers, this month, an A-2 of his 
best moments 

44 THE SECRET LIFE OP. .? 

Maggie Chaplin starts a new senes 
of articles this month, looking 
at the secret lives or various 
creatures First up is the brimstone 
butterfly 


The Four Shires ' takes a trip to Witney to visit the beautiful 
church of St Mary the Virgm A super view of the church 
by Jakub Souiak features on our front cover this month 


George Fenemore looks back on 
2013 and forward to the arrival of 
the first 2014 lambs. 

GARDENS 46 

Tilings to do in the garden during 
the month of January 

EDUCATION 50 

Showcasing some of the best 
schools in the area and how 
to get the best out of an open 
day and survive your exams 

WINE AND D!NE 56 
A menu for you to try and the 
Porch House is reviewed 

NEW YEAR / NEW YOU 62 

Looking after your body after the 
C hns tm as fes tivi ties 

BUSINESS 66 
THEATRE 76 

Bruce Cox looks forward to 
the 2014 theatre seasons at the 
Globe, Royal andD erngate and 
Milton Ivey lies theatre. 

RUGBY 82 

Four Shires rugby news 
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SURVIVING EXAMS 


Getting through exams can be challenging There are ways to beat 
exam stress and ensure that they get the best possible results 
however; 


- , •- 


I 




Taking you where you want to go,. 


A modem first class reliable service for 
all your coaching needs 

y uv 

y w 


iso wm 

lEji nu it row 


14-70 seat coaches available 


Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, 0X16 4RZ 
wwwxheneycoaches.co.uk travel@cheneycoaches.co.uk 


Rest and relaxation: Revision is an essential part of exam 
success, but it's also important that you don't overdo it Studying 
for hours and hours without a break will only make you tired and 
rum your concentration, which may make you even more anxious. 

Avoid excess stress by taking frequent short breaks while you're 
working. A break every 45-60 minutes is about right. 

During your breaks, do s omething relaxing, such as reading a 
book or going for a short walk 

Stress is a natural feeling and helps us cope in difficult situations. 
In small amounts, it's good for you because it pushes you to do 
your best. 

If you're still feeling stressed, it's important to talk to someone 
you trust, such as a family member, teacher or a friend 

On the day: Ids natural to be nervous on the day of your exam, 
but don’t let your nerves take over Start the day with a good 
breakfast, and give yourself plenty of tune to get to the exam 
hall Remember to take everything you need, me hiding pencils, 
pens and a calculator A bottle of water and some tissues are also 
useful. 

Once the exam has started, take a few minutes to read the 
instructions and questions so you know exactly what's expected 
of you 

Plan how much time you’ll need for each question Don't panic if 
you get stuck on a question, but try to leave yourself enough time 
at die end to come back to it Even if you're really stumped, an 
educated guess is better than leaving it blank 

When die exam is over, don't spend too mudi time going over 
it in your head or worrying about it Pvesist the temptation to 
compare your answers with those of your fnends If you have 
more exams to come, focus on the next one instead 


It's wise to revise: It sounds obvious, but revision really is die 
key to exam success Being fully prepared for exams is the most 
effective way to overcome stress and anxiety and gives the best 
chance of getting the grades that are hoped for 

Before you start revising the amount of work you have to do 
might seem overwhelming 

Deal with tins by making a revision schedule you can stick to. 
Work out how much you have to do and the time you have to do 
it m, then break it down into chunks 


It's also important to find a revision style that suits you Studying 
alone in a quiet room suits many people, but not everyone likes 
working in silence Try playing music quietly in the background, 
or revising with a friend. 


If you come across something you don't understand, try to find a 
new source of information rattier than just memorising it, as this 
won't help you in your exam. 


Looking at past exam papers can also be useful, as you can 
familiarise yourself with the layout and type of questions you'll be 
asked. 




















































FOREST SCHOOLS: ENRICHING THE 
CONTEXT FOR LEARNING AT RYE ST 
ANTHONY SCHOOL, OXFORD 

By Jo Reed, Head of Juniors 


The p V tai:s are a time for exploration, discovery and 

adventure. The challenge is how to give sufficient scope for the 
opportunities needed One answer at Rye St Antony has been to- 
become a forest school under the guidance of the forest school 
leader, Sarah Pierce 

The concept of forest school has its origins in the Scandinavian 
recognition of tire importance of giving children contact with die 
natural environment The forest school initiative offers children, 
young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and 
develop confidence and self-esteem through hands-on learning 
experiences in a woodland environment. 

At Rye, the exceptionally beautiful school grounds of 12 acres 
of lawn and woodland provide a unique natural environment 
for children to explore Eadi year group from Nursery to Year 
6 has tire opportunity of weekly forest school sessions winch 
enable pupils to make choices and understand and manage risks 
Experiences include den making, learning how to build a fire 
and use it to cook food, climbing trees, hunting mini beasts, 
investigating die environment and creating artworks out of 
natural materials. The aim is to build self-esteem, self-confidence, 
concentration and independence. The sessions help pupils work co¬ 
operatively and collaboratively and develop a sense of pride in the 
environment and a sense of responsibility for it 



The forest school experience gjves pupils the incentive to engage 
creatively with their natural surroundings Each forest school 
session enriches learning and provides links with various areas of 
die mam curriculum Children are encouraged to be healthy, stay 
safe, enpy and aclueve and make a positive contribution to the 
environment m an imaginative and multi-sen scry way. 

Rye St Antony values the importance of outdoor learning not just 
as a forest sdiool but in its membership of the Woodland Trust, its 
gardening club audits support of the work of its eco-war dens and 
their contribution to the Oxfordshire eco-schools* conferences 

Follow die Rye St Anthony website to find out more about the 
adventures and discoveries at die forest sdiool. 


11+ Scholarships 

Closing date for entries: 

Friday 24 January 2014 



Independent Catholic boarding 
and day school for 400 girls aged 3-18 
{and day boys aged 3-8) 


Rye St Antony 


OXFORD 


Pullen's Lane, Oxford 0X3 OBY 

01865 762802 

enquiries@ryestantony.co.uk 
www. ryest a n to ny.co.uk 
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GETTING THE BEST OUT 
OF A SCHOOL OPEN DAY 


School open days can give an invaluable insight into a school 
and its ethos. They are set up to show off the school at its very 
best. It is a good idea, however, for parents and prospective 
pupils to go back on a 'working' day and see the school in 
action. 

On an open day the staff have a chance to talk to you 
openly This might not be quite so possible without 
disrupting the lesson too much on a working day visit 
Therefore ask all the questions about topics studied, the 
curriculum and hours taught if that is important to you 
See how the staff relate to the children and their attitude 
to classroom behaviour and discipline. 

Take your child with you It is very important that they like 
the environment and -actually may ask questions that are 
important to them! 


Don't base your judgement on the pupil guide who takes you 
around, but do ask them about subjects they enjoy and the ones 
they are not so keen on and why Children are often refreshingly 
honest, especially away from the glare of the school staff, fust 
remember that this is only one child’s view 

Look at the fabric of the building and don't be taken in by 
fancy facilities and forget to base your choice on your child's 
strengths and the type of environment in which they will thrive. 
Remember m an independent school those nice to have extras 
are mostly paid out of tee income and is the school spending 
its money wisely? The buildings should be well kept whilst 
accepting that it is a school and therefore might be worn m 
places- It matters because it says something about the pride the 
school takes in its environment. 

Listen carefully to the Head’s address and what they have to 
say about the school and its aims. Does this sit comfortably 
with your own vision of a good school ror your offspring? D o 
challenge the staff and the Head if you get a chance on what is 
actually meant by their aims; how is this translated into action? 
Ask the staff how long they have taught in the school and why 
they teach there? 

To some extent an open day can be a minefield of missed 
opportunity When you get home, no doubt you will think of 
questions you should have asked or subject areas you didn't see 
properly So go back Visit again Your child’s future depends on 
you making the right decision 


Josie found 
her spark in 

the science lab 


i 


With a reputation for excellence 
Bloxham School offers a supportive 
and stimulating environment that 
allows every pupil to discover their 
talents in a wide range of subjects 
and activities. 


Lj 
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Open Morning and Lunch 

Saturday 8th March 2014 at 11am 


Bloxham School 

Finding the spark in every c hi Id 


Co-Educational, Day and 
# Boarding from ages 11-16 

n| Cdlk 01295 724 301 

Email: registrar@bloxhamschool.com 
www. bi ox h a m s c hoc-1 .co m 
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OLIVER! 

Pupils at Sib ford School near 
Banbury ended the year in style 
with a sell-out performance run of 
die Lionel Bart musical QUmtI 

Directed by Sib ford head of drama 
Mars a Jackson and featuring a cast and crew of over 50 pupils 
ranging from Year 7 to Sixth Form, the show played to four packed 
houses, including a special matinee for local primary sdrools. 

Pictured are Htttrj Jaeksm-Wfik and WiUHamtnmd as Qltwr and Dodger. 


SPORTING TRIUMPHS 

Sibford Sdiool pupil Conor Taylor has been 
signed by Birmingham City FC to play for tire 
Under 14s nr the Midland Junior Premier League. 

The 13-year-old was selected during tnals held at Wast Hills, tire 
Birmingham City training ground. 

Meanwhile, fellow Sibford pupil Astrid Straume-Brown is tiding 
high after competing at the Horse of the Year Show The 15-year- 
old and her horse Sonic were part of the Warwickshire Hunt Pony 
Club Team who were appearing at HOYS for tire first time. 

The team exceeded all expectations by winning the preliminary 
competition for the ‘Virbac 3D Worming Cup' and dren qualifying 
for tire final on Sunday evening where they finishing in second 
place. 





School AGES 3-18 


DAYS BOARDING 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


Whole School Open Morning 

Friday 7 March from 9.45am 

An opporturtty to see what Sibford School 
can offer pupils from the age of 
3-18 years. 

For further details of to arrange an earlier visit call 

01295 781203 

Sibford School, Sibford Ferris, Banbury 0X15 5QL 


www.sibfordschoolxo.uk 



CARRDUS SCHOOL INTRODUCES NEW BURSARY 


The big news at Carrdus is tire introduction of The Susie 
Carrctus Bursary" to celebrate the retirement of Susie Caxrdus 
after 27 years as Head Tins 100% bursary award is offered to 
children joining our Year three class in September 2014 and 
lasts for die duration of the child's time at Carrdus 

Carrdus is a happy friendly school widi a strong family ethos 
It provides a safe and nurturing environment in which children 
can flourish and discover then individual strengths, leaving 
them confident in their abilities and ready to embrace their 
future 

Music, art and drama are strong subjects with over 70% of 
children learning an individual instrument Sport is at the heart 
of die school's curriculum with a large percentage of pupils 
regularly representing the sdiool in sporting events Boys sit 
their transfer exams at seven or eight and girls take the il+ 
Common Entrance or entrance exams for a wide choice of 
schools 

We welcome individual visits at any time. To make an 
appointment to see Carrdus or tor details of our bursary please 
callus on 01295 263733. 

www, c arrduss cho ol.co.uk 


S' CARRDUS SCHOOL 



To celebrate her retirement we are 
delighted to introduce 

The Susie Carrdus Bursary 

For children starting Year 3 in September 2014 


A 100% bursary award, including extras, to 
be awarded for the duration ol the child's 
career at Carrdus. 

To make an appointment to visit Carrdus or 
lor bursary details please contact us* 


01295 263733 wwwxarrdusschool.co*uk 

Qverthoipe Hall, Nr Banbury OX17 IBS 
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A CHILDHOOD PARADISE 


"Deciding which schools to send your children to is die single most 
important decision made by parents I've spent hours at dinner 
parties listening to stones of parents cramming in after school 
activities and coaclnng then children to get them into their chosen 
senior schooP As parents we all want the best for our children, but 
wh at ab cut f ami ly li f e b a lane e } 

Asa mother of two, 1 wanted to be one of those mothers whose 
children were with me all the time. However instead of tire idyllic 
picture of family life I'd imagined, after school became rushed 
meals eaten out of Tuppeiware in the car as I simultaneously 
dropped one child at swimming lessons whilst trying to fit m my 
other child's homework or sports practice Recognising how fast 
childhoodwhixxes by I felt running through the motions simply 
wasn't working. 

Today we have the family life we want, with stress-free weeks 
and wonderful Saturdays and Sundays togethei - courtesy of 
Beachborough School. What is die secret — for me Beachborough's 
flexibility is tire key to family life at its best, the way we all want it. 
Beachborcugh offers an outstanding education which fits with each 



EEEM 


family's individual lifestyle, children can choose to go home when 
lessons finish or choose to stay for tea and the array of activities 
all includedm die Beadnborough extended day. I have realised die 
manic after school juggling is something Beachborough handles 
far better — especially now my son asks to stay at school to do his 
homework (wlunge-free!) 

For an increasing number of families at Beachborough our duldren 
are asking to extend their day further in order to board one, too, 
three or even four nights a week Beachbo rough's flexible boarding 
offers them everything they could wish for — time to play with 
their foends (water fights on die front lawn, den building in the 
w T oods) and endless opportunities at sdrool - whilst still giving us 
quality family tune with die children every weekend For me where 
Beadibo rough has the edge is m offering all this in a cosy and 
homely environment. 

Beadibo rough provides a balance that as busy parents we can't 
always manage, offering a breadth of education children need for 
the list century, whilst still giving them an idyllic diildhoodm Hie 
hurly-burly of modem family life" 

* comment from a current Beachborough parent 




Co-ed Day & Boarding 


/ OPEN \ 
MORNING 
Saturday 8th 


00am - 12.00noon 


To reserve your p!ace on the Open Morning please contact Mrs Julie Atkinson 
T: 01280 700071 | E: registrar@beachborough.com 
Beachborough School | Westbury | Brackley | NN13 5LB 
www.beachborough.com 


Registered Chanty No 30391 
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Come and see for yourself: 

Nursery Come and Play - 
Thursday 23rd January 

Parents with children aged 2 
and 3 years are very welcome 
to join our Nursery "Come 
and Play* morning These 
events are very popular with 
die children who have great 
fun playing in the Nursery 
Prospective parents also 
welcome die chance to meet 
the Nursery staff and chat to 
other parents. 

Whole School Open 
Morning - Friday 7th 
March 

All parents can join die Open 
Morning and experience 
the school in action Open 


Road Safety Week and 
Bright Day: 


St John's Priory School 
participated in Road Safety 
Week and a variety of 
activities took place during the 
week to help raise awareness. 
The children in Nursery even 
made some delicious Traffic 
Light cupcakes. Children wore 
a bnght accessory to mark the 
Bnght Day 


Games at Bhxham School 


Mornings are an ideal 
opportunity to meet all 
members o£ the school 
community and enjoy some 
delicious refreshments too! 


Strong links with Senior 
Schools: 

St J ohn’s Pnory Sdiool 
benefits from using the 
outstanding sports facilities 
at Bloxham School. Boys and 


girls from Year 1 up swim 
each week and the oldei 
children use the outdoor 
facilities for games. The 
regular practice is certainly 
helping our football and 
rugby reams in their recent 
matches! 


St John's 
Priory School 

As close as you can get to 
a bespoke education 

fit Jekifs Priory School Patent} 

'This school offers ns dose ns you can 
get to a bespoke education for jour 
child, Its unique family atmosphere 
ensures that school life onn be tailored 
to bring out the very best in its pupils. 
I have a small "girfe” girl and n 
bright, boisterous, "lAlpha M.ak” hoy 
at St John s Prion and the school 
helps each reach their full potential, 1 
love the wide curriculum and fed that 
the foreign languages particularly mj> ‘ 
arm my children with the skills thej 
need to thrive in a modern world. The 
best of both worlds, " 


To book a place at both 
events or to visit sooner for 
an individual tour, please 
contact Fiona who will be 
pleased to help: 
a dims sions @stj elms pnoiy c o.uk 
or 

01295 259607 
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Four Shires foods drink 


wine 

OF THE 

month 


S H Jones 

01295 251179 


ARBOUSE 2012, COTES-DU-RHONE- 
VILLAGES, MASSIF D'UCHAUX 

Cotes-du-Rhone-Villages wines are a good step up in quality 
and value from generic Cotes-du-Rhone wines. Twenty 
villages are allowed to append their name to the appellation 
Cotes-du-Rhone-Villages and Massif d’Uchaux, in the 
department of Vaucluse in the southern Rhone, France, is one 
of them. Incidentally the famous entomologist and author 
lean Henri Fab re (1823—1915 j, famous for his study of the 
anatomy and behaviour of insects, spent a lot of time studying 
here. 

As early as 1937 Massif d Uchaux became part of the Cbtes- 
du-Rhone appellation; in 1983, the Cotes-du-Rhone-Villages 
appellation and in 2005 it was allowed to append it name. 

It is now a strong candidate for elevation to its own village 
app ellation. 

TEMPTED YOUR TASTEBUDS?! 




Has this issue ot Four Shires 
tempted your tastebuds? It so 
and you want your business to be 
seen by over 35,000 people then 
call our advertising department 
for competitive rates. 

01295 709 999 


The climate in this part of the southern 
Rhone is Meditteranean and the landscape 
features woody hillsides between 100 and 
280 metres in altitude There are just 
under 200 hectares under cultivation 
The soil is mainly composed of siliceous 
and calcareous sandstone Cooperatives 
■are very important here, making 
approximately 70% of total production. 

This wine is a full-flavoured and sjS 

fragrant blend of Grenache, Syrah 
and Carignan from 30-year-old 

vines There are black fruit i I, fjjca 

and spicy plum notes on the 
palate with a touch of spice^ 
supple tannins and a lovely 

smooth finish. It is an ideal % 

accompaniment to game | !j 4 

and offal dishes, duck breast 
and Provencal stews. 

For under £10, this is . $$0 if f 

a wine that really gives jk ^ ^ \ 

superb value for money ' tA 

The 2011 vintage was 

awarded a silver medal 

in the 2012 Macon / * 1 

Cone ours des Grands 

Vms de France. 

- r V ( ! «5fF oVCHAti 

Arb ouse 2 012, 

Cotes-du- 
Rh One-Villages, 

Massif d'Uchaux 

retail s at £8.99. Mention Four Shires 
and receive 10% discount. 


ilP# 


V [*SSfF DVCfMUt 

'SawsftsjBff 
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F our Shires food & drink 


THE ATTENTION TO DETAIL IS SPECTACULAR AT THE PORCH HOUSE IN 
STOW ON THE WOLD 


Stow on the Wold is close enough to Banbury for a half or even a 
full day's visit but far enough away to use as a base for a weekend 
break To me, tins is where the Cotswolds start although some 
now think it begins with the Stoken church cutting on the M4QI 

One of the newest additions to the pubs, restaurants and hotels 
here in Stow on die Wold is The Porch House at the bottom of 
Digbeth Street To describe it as the newest is possibly slightly 
maccurate however, as it was previously The Old Royalist pub 
which claims (amongst others) to be the oldest pub in the country 

Acquired by the Brakesp ears brewery it reopened in September 
this year after a total refurbishment. It has been renamed The 
Porch House - its original name from back in medieval times 
Whatever the name, the end product is without doubt the finest I 
have been in, for sometime. 

The attention to detail is spectacular - I will return to tins a 
little later - after I tell you about die food, which I enjoyed in 
the restaurant although you have several choices where to eat 
including the bar, garden, conservatory or 'private area' 

On tins occasion I was joined by my wife - it was our 40th 
wedding anniversary! A restaurant review was too good an 
opportunity to miss and we opted to sit in the dining room - 
which has huge fireplaces at both ends and a wealth of beams, 
panelling and a superb oak door. 


Gemma was very excited by the Christmas arrangements at the 
Porch House The Christmas Day menu is very good value at fjb 
and the package laid on for the residents is very full and varied 
including a 'proper old fashioned' film projected onto a screen m 
the dining room with a buffet for those that are still hungry. 

Now it was off to the bedrooms 



The Porch House sources most of its produce locally and that 
even applies to the coffee, roasted by 'Lie Coffee" in nearby 
Witney - it is as good as it gets 



Nothing to do with our wedding anniversary you understand, 
but purely in my professional capacity! I have spent a lot of time 
sn hotel bedrooms - but none have been as spectacular or have 
reached the quality of these. 

They were of a truly stunning quality There were rooms with 
bathrooms on a different level, rooms with their own staircases, 
fabulous bathrooms, Roberts Ratios, power showers, Victorian 
baths and sinks and enough beams to build KMS Victory! Nearly 
all had views across the stones field slated roofs of Stow., truly 
special. 

One niggle however, that made me cross, was we had a bit of a 
debate about our own Christmas the previous weekend It was a 
shame I didn't know about The Porch House before, otherwise 
that's where we would be going. 


Our host was the delightful and very informative Gemma, who 
though she hails from Dublin had arrived in Stow from Budapest 
on a cruise lmer It"s a long story! 

Our first surprise was the water, served in a carafe but with the 
addition of very fine, long shavings of cucumber. This was a first 
forme but really makes for a refreshing, palette cleansing drink. 

My meal was a silky smooth foie gras and chicken liver parfait 
with walnut bread toast followed by an absokitely spot on medium 
rare rib eye steakwith cafe de Pans butter, chips, mushrooms and 
tomatoes all washed down with a couple of glasses of Maibec 
The wine list is very comprehensive and the French part of me 
was very pleased to see some classic French wines at very good 
prices for a restaurant 

Mrs J is not a huge eater and as usual chose a starter and a pud. 
Scallops with fresh crab, and two or three varieties of beetroot 
suited her down to the ground and a chocolate fondant with a 
recommended scoop of vanilla ice cream made her very happy, as 
did die glass of white that went with it. 


Oh, one more thing, over the years I have thrown away many 
demi-johns, old bottles and even old decanters. Not at the Porch 
House however, they Slave turned them into very functional and 
eye catching lamps and light fittings 

So give it a try you won't be disappointed 

Gemma told us she 
is putting down some 
roots in Stow so 
introduce yourself to 
her...she is a real star. 

The Porch House, 

Digbeth Street, Stow 
on the Wold 
Phone Q14S1 
870 048. More 
information at 
www po r ch-h ous e. 
co.uk 
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ORGANIC SMOKED 
SALMON WITH SWEET 
AND SOUR SHALLOTS, 
RADISHES AND 
LEMON SCENTED 
OLIVE OIL (serves 4) 

ftourfesy ofwww, 
ukshoiiot com) 

YOU'LL NEED: 


* 100ml white wine 
vinegar 

* 5g castor sugar 

* 100ml water 

* lOOg whole round shallots 

* 25Og smoked salmon 

* Half bunch o£ breakfast 
radishes 

* 30ml lemon scented olive oil 

* 50g fresh baby pea shoots 

METHOD. 


Make the marinade for the shallots 
by combining the vinegar and the 
sugar m 100ml of w T ater Bring to 
the boil and allow to go cold 

Cut the shallots into very fine rings 
and place in to the cooled vinegar 
mixture, allow to infuse (This can ht for 
tip to one hour,) 


Choose die dish that you are going to serve your smoked 
salmon on and very carefully arrange the salmon onto it. 

Slice your radishes very finely to die same tluckness as the 
shallots an dp lace into ice cold water for half an hour 

When you are ready to serve, pick die shallot rings out of the 
marinade and scatter liberally over the smoked salmon 

Dn£Sle with the lemon scented olive oil and scatter over the 
radishes and finish with the fresh pea shoots. 

Serve with slices of lemon, good bread and a little more salad 

TO FOLLOW .. 


GINGER, CHILLI BEEF WITH BROCCOLI NOODLES 

(serves 4) 

(Courtesy of www tenderstem co. ukj 

'LL NEED: 


One piece of sirlom steak about 300g 
One red dull, de-seeded 
Two cloves of garlic, peeled 
two cm piece of root ginger, peeled 
Two tbsp wok/stir-fry oil 
20Og broccoli halved 
10Qg baby com, halved lengthways 
Half red pepper, finely sliced 
75g bamboo shoots 
Two handfuls of 
beansp routs 
* One bunch spring 
onions, sliced tinckly 
Two strips of cooked 
nee noodles 
Two tbsp runny 
oney 

* Two tbsp nee wme 
or dry sherry 

* One tbsp soy sauce 

* One tbsp chopped 
fresh coriander 
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METHOD: 

Cut tiie beef steak into wafer tlnn 
strsps, removing any excess fat, and 
place in a bowl. 

Either by hand, or in a small food 
processor, finely chop the chilli, garlic 
and gmger. Stir into the strips of beef and 
leave to marinade for about 50 minutes at 
room temperature 

Heat a large wok, and add one tablespoon 
of the oil Once it is almost smoking, add 
the beet and marinade, and stir-fry for a 
few minutes until the meat is cooked and 
has started to become golden. Remove 
from the wok and keep warm 

Return the wok to the heat and add the 
remaining one tablespoon of oil. Once it 
is almost smoking, add die broccoli, baby corn 
and red peppei Stir fry for a few minutes, until the vegetables are 
starting to soften Add the bamboo shoots, beansprouts, string 
onions and shi-fry for a minute or so before returning the beef and 
adding the noodles. Continue to stir-fry until the noodles are heated 
through. 

Add the honey, nee wine or sherry and soy sauce Cook and toss 
everything around in the pan for a minute to coat everything in the 
sauce and then serve onto plates. Scatter with coriander and serve 





TO FINISH... 

MERINGUES WITH POACHED PINK LADY APPLES AND 
SORBET 

YOU'LL NEED: 

* Two large egg whites 

* Pin dr of salt llOg caster sugar 

* One oven tray lined with baking parchment 

* Four apples each cut into eight wedges, cored and sliced into 5mm 
pi eces 

* lOOg caster sugar 

* 100 ml water 

* Softly whipped cream to serve 

METHOD: 

Preheat the oven to Gas mark 3/160°C/fan oven 15C 

Put the eggs whites in a bowl with a pinch of salt and whisk until 
soft peaks form when die whisks are lifted Add die sugar a few 


tablespoons at a time wins king 
well between each addition until 
stiff and glossy. Put a small blob 
of meringue at eadi comer of 
die oven tray to secure die paper. 

Put four mounds of meringue on 
the paper and using die back of a 
spoon push into an 
approximately 10cm circle making 
a slight indent in the centre 

Bake for 10 minutes, lower oven 
to Gas mark 1/100 ft C/fan oven 
100 and bake for one hour until diey 
lift off die tray easily Cool on a wire 
track and store in an airtight 
container 

Meanwhile to make the sorbet and 
poached apples, put the apple 
slices in a large pan with die sugar 
and water. Cook covered on a 
medium heat for 10 minutes until 
soft. Remove 24 apple slices, put 
in a bowl and res erve 

i 

Tip the rest of the apples into a 
processer and blits to a puree. Freese 
die puree overnight. Blitz again in die processor until 
smooth and paler and refreeze for a minimum of four hours. 

To serve spoon some softly whipped cream over each meringue and 
top with die reserved apple slices and add a scoop of sorbet. 



Wines 


\ 


to complement 

With SH Jones 




STARTER: SMOKED SALMON WT!H SHALLOTS 

Loire Valley, France: Domaine des Fines Caillottes 

Pouilly-Fume 2011. This elegant and aromatic white wine 
is made from the Sauvignon Blanc grape. It has classic 
gooseberry aromas and a flinty mineral character which will 
go very well with the smoked salmon. £15.99 for 75cl 
bottle. 

MAIN: GINGER, CHILLI BEEF WITH BROCCOLI NOODLES 

California, USA: Sc otto Old Vine 2 infand el 2009. Made 
from Zinfandel grapes sourced from two 50-year-old 
vineyards, tins wine has ndi black fruits, spice and a hint of 
bitter chocolate on tire palate, winch match the ginger and 
chilli aspects of this dish very nicely. £9.99 for 75cl bottle 

DESSERT: MERINGUES WITH POACHED APPLE AND 
SORBET 

IRueda, Spain: Palacio de Bomos Sauvignon -Blanc 
Semi Dulce 2011. Tins delicious dessert wine is also made 
with tire Sauvignon Blanc grape. Tire grapes are harvested 
by night, when the temperature is cooler, to retain freshness, 
and fermentation takes place in stainless steel tanks The 
wine is lighter in body than many dessert wines and has air 
intense fruity nose and palate with a touch of honey on the 
finish. £S.99 for 50 cl bottle. 
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Four Shires books 







Christine Bridger 
of the Old Hall 
Bookshop in Brackley 
offers up some lovely 
books suitable for 
cosying up with 
during J anuary 


GUIDE TO URBAN 
MOONSHINING 


Colin 
Spoelman and 
David Haskell 


For the quiet still 
January days why 
not think along 
the lines of 
books to keep 
one on ail even 
keel or to 
entertain and 
divert? With 
this in mind 

what could be better than 
The Guide to Urban Moon shining, 
H&ip to Make mid Drink Whiskey With 
photographs of distilleries and an 
abundance of information about 
whiskey history lore and interesting 
anecdotes tins is an unusual and 
fascinating book £15 99 


BOOKS for your 


' 11 ?.i"r ■(.- 




BOOKSHELVES 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR A HEATWAVE 

Maggie O'Farrell 

Instructions for a Heatwave by Maggie O* Farrell has just 
been shortlisted for tire Costa Pnxe and was one of the 
Sunday Times top 10 bestsellers. Set in the heatwave of 
1976 m London it is about a dysfunctional family who are 
brought back together following the disappearance of the 
father when he pops out to buy a paper. A page turner from 
one of the most successful current novelists. £7 99 


POCKET 
BAKERY 

Rose Prince 

Rose Prince's 
Pocket Bakery is 
a collection of 
bread and cake 
recipes that she 
and her 
children use in 
their business 
that they 
started from 
then kitchen three years ago and has 
grown and grown. When you have tried 
some of the recipes you will see why 
£18.99 

6 Four. Shires MNUMY2014 


the 

NORDIC 

BAKERY 

BOOK 

Miisa 

Mink 


The Nordic 
Bakery Book 
by Musa 
Mink is full 
of irresistible 
savoury and 
sweet treats. 
Ms Mink is from Finland and so speaks 
with some authority on the subject of 
eating well to keep warm. £14 99 


THE LITTLE BOOK OF 
MINDFULLNESS 

Tiddy Rowan 

The Tittle Bank of Mindfulness is a seminal 
collection of over 159 techniques, tips, 
exercises, advice and guided meditations 
that will enable you still the mind and 
relax the body. Full of interesting and 
insightful tips and all for only £4 99 


ORIGAMI 

Djeco 

Old Hall 
Bookshop are 
having great 
success with 
Origami Faces 
and Origami 
Animals , packs 
of papers plus 
instructions for 
children to 
follow and then 
decorate with stickers. Great value for 
money and endless entertainment. £5.99 


Tom Ambrose 

Lastly for all you 
cyclists waiting for 
the milder weather to get out and about, 
treat yourself to the History of Cycling in 
Fifty Bikes A well illustrated account of 
iconic bikes and breakthroughs in their 
development, for example the pneumatic 
tyre and also a little about some of the 
sport's exponents. £12.99 


THE 

HISTORY 

OF 

CYCLING 
IN 50 BIKES 


FUI 


don 11 
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PISTONS AND PROPS 

Pistons and props was a new event at the Sywell airfield just 
east of Northampton and featured vintage motorcycles as well 
as classic cars and planes in aerobatic displays It made fora 
really good day out and is definitely worth noting m your diary 
for 2014 when the next year's dates are announced 

The 2013 events on the ground., saw action on the racing 
runway by cars as diverse as dragsters and Formula One racers 
from the 1950s and 1990s, while m the air there were shows 
by Spitfire and Mustang World War II fighters as well as by 
the intrepid lady wing-walkers strapped to the upper wings of 
Breitling's formation of vintage biplanes. 

Over 10,000 people attended the inaugural event but the 
airfield has both the space and facilities to cope with many 
more It lies between the Kettering and Wellingborough roads 
to the east of Northampton and is being developed as a 
modem light industrial estate and business park 

Luckily its beautiful old art deco terminal building has been 
retained and superbly restored as a hotel and restaurant. It 
makes the perfect backdrop to a classic motoring event such as 
Pistons and Props. 


■■ _l 
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Four Sheres motoring 





Pictures by Roger Cooper 
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DETOX DRINKS YOU CAN MAKE AT HOME 





If you are looking to revive yourself from within while 
increasing your energy level and your overall well-being, a 
body detox may be in order Detoxification is the process of 
eliminating toxic substances from your body 

Before hmnning any dttox diet if is cilmm good to check with jour doctor, 
especially if then are twy health concerns 

Green detox drink: 


Tins vegetable detox drink is made up primarily of green 
vegetables, providing an effective natural body cleanse of the 
digestive system 


For tins detox drink, you will need 

* Three carrots 

* Three kale leaves 

* Two celery stalks 

* Two- beets 

* One turnip 

* l h bunch of spinach 

* \h cabbage 

* x h bunch of parsley 

* l h onion 
garlic cloves 


Mix all ingredients with water and puree in a blender 
Dandelion tea: 



Dandelions are a great source of vitamin A, potassium, iron and 
calcium. Dandelion tea is a diuretic that will eliminate bodily 
toxins through your liver and kidneys Brew six tablespoons 
of One-year-old dried dandelion root and 12 tablespoons of 
fresh dandelion leaves m four cups of purified, boiling water. 
Other recipes call for simply adding two teaspoons of crushed 
dandelion leaves to a cup of boiling water and allowing it to 
brew for about 10 minutes. 


Fruit drink: 

Because fruit is high in fibre and packed with essential vitamins 
and minerals, it is a wonderful natural detox for the body This 
recipe incorporates fruit, along with riax oil and lecithin, to 
provide essential fatty acids while you detox. In your blender, 

add: 

■f 


* 

* 


' ’ V r ' 


* Eight o£ of orange juice 

* Four 02 . of pure water 

* Vi cup banana strawberries or yogurt 

* 'A-mch slice of ginger 

* One small garlic clove 

* One tablespoon flax oil 

* One tablespoon lecitlnn granules 

* One tablespoon freshly squeezed lemon juice if desired 

* One tablespoon of protein powder or spins kna powder 
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Four Shires health beauty & fashion 


LOOKING AFTER YOUR SKIN NOW THE OVER 
INDULGENCE OF CHRISTMAS HAS PAST 

Mow that Christmas has come and gone if is time to think about how to 
got your skin back on track from all the fun times. Unfortunately the fun 
of the festive season can take its toll on the skin. Here's are some tips 
to get back your pre- Christmas glow. 

Fix puffy eyes: 

* Get back on your sleep schedule. Safeguard your rest, and learn 
how to say no! 

* Use an eye cream! Try a formula preferably with caffeine and/or 
Vitamin K, AHAs, vitamin C to reduce dark circles and puffiness 
Keep the eye cream in the fridge to further bring down the puff 

* Sleep on your back Tins prevents fluid collection in the face and 
under your eyes. 

* Try some DIY remedies There are the tried and tested 
cucumbers and tea bags but here's a few additional eye-savers to 
try for quick relief ground ginger and honey, aloe, moist coffee 
grounds, turmeric and honey, avocado slices, and/or pineapple 
slices. 

Soothe dry skin: 

* Switch to a sparkling cider, alcohol can trigger rosacea The 
diuretic promotes skin dryness and it causes capillaries to dilate 
and flow more closely to the skin's surface, leading to redness and 
flushing 

* Wash with warm, not hot, water to keep skin from drying out; 
avoid cleansers with harsh detergents 



* Choose a moisture-rich cream that contains emollients like 
ceramides to boost the skin's natural barrier and seal moisture in 
and reapply often 


Helping problem skin: 

* Reduce stress and calm skin through exercise. Exercise breaks 
the inflammation cycle in the body, calming and cooling your 
system. 

* Eat a healthy diet Take the time to prepare or at least purchase 
fresh food with whole grams, a variety of antioxidant-nch fruits 
and vegetables, and lean protein options. 

* Follow a regular skin care regimen. Keepings km clean, 
exfoliated, hydrated, and protected is incredibly important when 
dealing with acne. 




ft* 
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Be a world class Beauty Therapist 2013 ;,^ ARDS 


Beauty therapy & Holistic Training School 

(Established 8 years) 


CIBTAC Level 2 & Level 3 
Beauty Therapy 

0 r I 

CIBTAC Bespoke Beauty 
Therapy Modules 


Derma Co Ap 








ointed Tn 


Contact: Anna Ailing to n 
College Director 

Website: academiabeautytherapy.com 
mail:enquiries@academiabeautytherapy.co.uk 

tag School Tel: +44 1295 703100 


EMI A INTERNATIONAL 
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F our Shires h ea lth . beauty & fas h ion 


GyesTs wpre treated to champagne 
arid ca nape s at the Christmas launch 
o %-The Exhume Lifestyle Maw^jne at the 
BarfetJfy beauty centre last month. 

There were appearances from the 
models that feature in the new glossy 
magazine and dancing to the band 
ILitb afempo\ 


Pictures by Jeremy Wilton 


Pictures show: 1: Ravi and Sonia Jandhyala 2: Richard Jones 
and Corinna Seagroaft 3: Sonia Jandhyala 4: Chris Marsh 
and ten Crisp 5: Gaynor Cox, Jean Macdonald and Julian 
Aldred 6: Claire Maloney, Amy Trinder, David Saviile and 
Rebecca Hutchison 7: Sonia Jandhyala, Roseanne Edwards, 
Hilary Crisp 8; Danel Prestige and James Snee 9; Pi a Varma, 
Oemenfine Rainy-Brown and Rebecca Hutchison 10: Karen 
Coates and Ane Seagroatt 11: The band ' Rubatempo' 12: Will 
Grashol and Donna Ofsufke 13: Jessica Cook, Gemma Barton, 
Martha and Becky Katz 
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BANBURYPOSTICHE 


TOTAL HAIR LOSS SOLUTIONS 



For the largest selection of Acrylic wigs and brands available 
in the UK today. Visit our showroom or make an appointment 
for a full consultation. Call 01295 747400. 




Before 



Our custom made headwear range ensures that you can 
have something to fit every occasion. Choose from our own 
range, or talk to our specialist designer to find something 
that fits your requirements exactly. Call 01295 747423. 



After 


Don't let fine thinning hair give you a headache, 
come and talk to us about the latest innovation in 
hair loss solutions, a full integration that will 
ensure that hair loss is the last thing on your mind. 

Call 01295 747410. 




As the oldest wig maker in the UK you can be sure of the 
ultimate in service and products. Choose from our state of the 
art base selection and benefit from the hair being hand 
prepared here in the UK by our specialist team to match your 
requirements. All of our consultations benefit from a Master 
Wig Maker and specialist hairdresser to ensure that your wig is 
truly outstanding. 


For More information or to make an 
appointment contact us on 01295 757423. 
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Four Shires business 



WHITLEY STIMPSON APPOINTS 10TH PARTNER FOLLOWING 
STRONG DEMAND FOR EDUCATION SERVICES 


A 


Leading Banbury and High Wycombe accountancy firm, Whitley 
Stimpson, is pleased to announce die appointment of its 10th 
Partner, Andy Jones, who joins die firm following unparalleled 
growth of its Education team, which specialises in providing 
Academies and independent schools with financial, audit and 
governance support. 

Prior to joining Whitley Stamp son, Andy was Business Services 
Director at James Cowper where he played an instrumental 
role in establishing their Academy Services team and also co- 
auth o red th e 2013 Kies ton Ac ademi es B en dim a rk Rep o it. 

Andy game dins experience witii two international jfi mis, 
botli in the UK and Australia, as well as a top 50 independent 
firm of Chartered Accountants He has a strong passion and 
commitment to die education and chanty sectors and is also 
a Trustee of Banbury Museum Trust, where he has been very 
closely involved in die creation of the chanty and the transfer of 
die Museum undertaking from die Local Council 

"I am joining Whitley Stamps on at an exciting time winch is a 
testament to Martin and his team who have grown the firm’s 
education clients considerably in a very short space of time,” 
comments Andy 

Andy is a member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in 
England and Wales and die Institute of Chartered Accountants 


in Australia. 

He also spent 
several years 
working in 
industry, so 
understands 
die pressures 
of being in 
business and 
how important 
strategic 

planning and timely financial reporting are. 

Making the decision to convert to Academy status allows 
schools to exerase greater control over their finances and 
deliver die best possible value to pupils Whitley Stamps on has 
established an enviable reputation for its work and audit service 
in the education sector and acts for a broad range of educational 
organisations including independent schools and over 30 
Academies. 

For further information about the firm's Education Services 
an da free consultation, contact: Martin Wyatt or Andy Jones on 
01295 270200' 0 rv 1 s 1 twwwwh 1 tley 5 timps 0 n.co.uk 




DO YOU WANT TO SEE 
YOUR BUSINESS GROW? 


Advertise with the Fou 
Shires and 


your business 
viII be seen by over 40,000 

people monthly 

For competitive rates and 
Editorial opportunities call 

01295 709 999 


WWW.FOUR5HIftES.CO.UK 

twitter.com/fourshiresmag 

www.facebook.com/fourshiresmag 
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HS2 have published the documentation that they hope will 
see a Hybrid Bill passed by Parliament allowing construction 
of Hiase 1 of the high speed railway linking London to 
Birmingham. 


Amongst The 50,000 pages put 
before Parliament are detailed 
maps showing the area 
required by HS2 for construction 
of the railway, The area 
required is not just the width of 
fhe railway but also; 

* road, utittity and footpath 
diversions; 

* drainage ponds and access 
tracks; 

* visual and sound mitigation 
measures, including 
substantial earth bunds 
between the railway and 
residential areas; and 

* areas for environmental 
mitigation such as tree 
planting and wetlands. 

It is fair to say that a number at 
land owners have been 
dismayed to see quite how 
much land is proposed to be 
acquired far the railway. 

For those who had been hoping 
the railway might not gain 
approval, a spur for gaining 
further information was the 
serving of Notices by HS2 on all 
known affected parties stating 
that their land is part of a 
Parliamentary Bill. The recently 
approved Paving Bill passed 
through Parliament with a 
majority of 90% and, whilst there 
are voices in disagree merit with 
the scheme, the backing of the 
railway trom all major political 
parties seems clear 

So if your home, farm or land 
holding is affected, whaf should 
you do? Where you are 
directly affected, Le, you have 
land taken by the scheme, your 
position is stronger than those 
whose property is outside of the 
scheme boundaries. Where 



Jonathan Fstks 


land is being taken it is crucial 
that you employ an agent who 
can guide you through the 
compulsory purchase process. 
Your reasonable agents fees 
should be met by HS2. We are 
meeting with HS2 at this early 
stage to try to agree matters to 
ensure the continued viability of 
clients' property after the 
railway has been built. There is 
a small window of opportunity 
for undertaking this as once the 
Second Reading of the Bill has 
taken place early next year 
landowners' ability to negotiate 
is severely weakened. 

Where a property is within the 
Safeguarded Area (60 metres 
either side of the rail way), we 
have in some cases forced HS2 
to buy property at this early 
stage by serving a Blight Notice. 
The recently closed 
compensation consultation has 
suggested the widening of the 
area where purchase can be 
demanded, 

For those who do not have land 
taken, fall outside of the 
Safeguarded Area and have a 
desperate need to move the 
Exceptional Hardship Scheme 


remains available. Those who 
do not have a desperate need 
to move are unfortunately 
unable to gain any 
compensation at this time. 

Time wise. HS2 are hoping to 
gain Royal Assent of the Hybrid 
Bill sometime in 2015, with initial 
construction works 
commencing in 201 6 / 2017, It 
would appear that the road 
diversions, noise / visibility 
mitigation measures and 
earthworks for railway 
construction in this area will 


take place over the first three 
years to c.2020, hopefully 
therefore the pain of 
construction will be over a 
shorter period for many than 
first feared, Track iaying and 
finishing works would take 
place af a later date prior to 
the First trains running in 2026. 

Call Jonathan Perks at our 
Banbury office (01295 226282) 
For a no-obligation discussion 
on matters relating to H52, or 
email him at Jonathan.perks@ 
ftshergerman.co.uk 


your local team 







rural consultancy 
property agency 
planning & construction 
renewable energy 
utilities & infrastructure 
HS2 advice 


contact us on 
Banbury 01295 27 I 555 

i§>fish ergenri a n r c o .u k 


innovative thinking , inspired solutions 


o 


FISHER GERMAN 

fiUlIMM JU*SE'(5f“. 


www.fishergerman.co,uk 
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BUSINESS 


THE 2013 AUTUMN STATEMENT - 
WHAT DOES IT MEANS FOR YOU? 


The December 2013 Pre-Budget Report by 
the Chancellor George Osborne kept austerity 
as his main aim. He said "we don 1 ! pretend 
we can make this nation better off by writing 
cheques to ourselves, and instead make the 
hard choices". Here is our summary of the by 
tax rates, reliefs and allowances. Some of the 
measures will not come into force until later 
in 2014. 

* Income tax - 20/40% rates with die higher-rate limit applies 
to income over £31,865. Personal allowances go up to £10,000. 
The tax rate for incomes over £150,000 is to stay at 45%. Personal 
allowances frozen for those under 65 (£10, 500) & older then 75 
(£10,660). 


after die mid-2030s and back to age 60 for thos e retiring after the 
mid-2040s. 

* Company cars & vans: 

Car benefits to be increased for vehicles with C02 emission of 
mere than 75g/km. 

Car fuel benefit scale to be increased by inflation from April 2014. 

* Corporation tax - Mam rate reducing to 21% m April 2014 & 
20% in April 2015 

Research & development tax credits now 200% for small 
companies 

* Capping of tax losses - tax relief limited £50,000 or 25% of net 
income Tins is affecting traders with multiple businesses or high 
income from rents or investments. 

•Capital allowances - 100% relief limit for expenditure 
equipment increased to £2 5 0,00 Op a runs for a two-year period until 
January 2015. 


1 Child care costs - 20% tax relief in 2015 to £1,200 per child 
under 5 if two parents are working 

•Capital gains tax - £11,000 exemption &the tax rate continues 
at 28% for higher rate taxpayers (top slice only) and trusts or 
estates but 18% for basic rate payers Entrepreneur's relief 
continues with a tax rate of 10% for lifetime gams of up to £10 
million for each individual. 

4 Inheritance tax - ml rate band frozen at £325,000 until 20 IS 

* Pensions tax relief - contributions still secure higher rate relief 
but the annual allowance will decrease to £40,000pa from Apnl 
2014, plus carry forward of relief from die preceding diree tax 
years. State pension age to be put back to age 68 for those retiring 


•National insurance contributions - Employers rate continues 
at 13.8% but a rebate of up to £2,000 will be given to business with 
fewer than 250 staff from Apnl 2014 and cut for workers under 21 
from Apnl 2015. 

* Annual Residential Property Tax - annual tax charge due in Apnl 
2014 (£15,000 up to £140,000} on companies & other entities 
owning residences worth more than £2 
million. 

In die meantime,, if you would like to speak 
to us about any particular point, 

please contact Alan Roby on 01295 250401 
or email aboby@ellacotts, co uk 






For investment & pension advice, talk to Swann Financial 

01295 275269 

www. swannf in anciai.co.uk 


Swtann Financial Consultancy represents only 01 James's Pace Wealth Management pc which s 
□Hhorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority) tor the purpose of ad vicing solely on the 
Group's wealth management pro-ducts and servic es, more det&Js of which are set out on the Group’s 
vi ebsite www.sjp.co. uK p roducts. 



FINANCIAL CONSULTANCY 
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P our Shire s b u s i n ess 



The Court generally takes the view that parents know 
best how to take care of their children For the most part, 
separating couples succeed m addressing their children's 
needs" although there are occasions when an application to 
Court may seem like the only option to resolve difficulties 
that can arise. Unless such an application is made, however, 
the Court is unlikely to consider the relationship between 
parent and child in any great detail. 

When a relationship breaks down and children are involved, 
it may be very clear where those children are to live. The 
Court does not automatically assume that this will be with 
their mother, and there are many examples of fathers who 
are the primary carers for their children, or share child¬ 
care responsibilities equally with their children's mother. 

The Court will, if called upon to consider issues relating to 
Residence, try to determine what is normal for the child and 
preserve that status quo as far as possible. 

In addition to Residence, Courts are also often called upon 
to consider the issue of Contact, or how and when a child 
is to see the parent they do not We with Contact can either 
be direct, in the form of a face-to-face meeting or indirect, 
for example m the form of a telephone or Skype call 
E lrect contact may sometimes be supervised, when a parent 
requires a measure of support or input when they see a child, 
although supervised contact may develop into unsupervised 
contact over time. 

The Court can also be called upon to take steps to protect 
a child from harm or make a decision as to a specific issue, 
such as where a child should go to school Sometimes, after 
the breakdown of a relationship, a parent may decide to 
move with then child to a different part of the country or 
indeed to a different country altogether The otliei parent 
might agree to that move but, if not, the parent who wishes 
to move may have to prove to the Court that there are good 
reasons for their proposed relocation. 

The Court will attempt to deal with matters concerning 
children as quickly as possible and can provide a measure 



Patrick Mulcare, Head of Family Law 
Tel: 01295 204153 
Email: pmulcare@se-iaw.co.uk 

spratt endicott 

SOLICITORS 

www.se-law.co.uk 


jAhju ftB y 20 1 4 Four Shires 69 



or certainty when separating couples are unable to resolve 
matters between themselves. The overriding consideration 
for the Court when dealing with children is to ensure that 
the child's needs are paramount. The same, of course, is 
normally true for the child's parents 

For more information on the issues raised in tins article or 
any other aspect of Family Law please contact either Patrick 
Mulcare or Naheed Taj, specialist Family Solicitors at Spratt 
Endicott, on 01295 204000 or by email at p mule a re@s e-law 
co.uk or ntaj@se-lawco.uk 
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Opening Hours 

MONDAY to 8:30am 
SATURDAY to 5:00pm 

Overthorpe Road, Banbury, OXI6 4TB 
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THE BUSINESS OWNER 

Rani a Freij 

THE BUSINESS 

Magic Mixer Cakes & Bakes 

EMAIL 

m agic mix er @ho tm ail. c o. uk 

PHONk 

07985 524279 


When did the business start? 

Magic Mixer started last year as a hobby 
•and part time baker, as I was working full 
time. 

I have now launched as a full time Cake 
Baker & Decorator 

Where is it based? 

The business is based at my home in 
B anbury. 

Marmite, yes or no? 

A No for me I am afraid. 

What are the particular challenges 
facing the business at this time? 

The high level of competition and 
standing out from the crcw T d. 

Spreading the word of magic mixer and 
making people aware about my business 
and what I offer. 

Word of mouth and Facebook have been 
invaluable. 

I am now facing the challenge of taking 
the business to the next level. 

Have you made many mistakes as 
you have built up the business? 

I used branding from a well-known online 
print company which was generic, and 
now I find myself re branding to 
something which is more me and reflects 
more what the business is about. 

Fm learning as I'm going along 

Do you have a fondness for working 
within the Four Shires? 

Fm Banbury Based, and love the 
surrounding area so much. Its a beautiful 
location I feel very lucky to be based 
here. 

Do you employ people or do you 
BIY’? 

I do it myself at the moment 
70 Four Shires Januaey20U 



Did you always w T amt to w T ork within 
your chosen profession? If not what 
w T ould you do? 

Fve always baked cakes and other sweet 
treats for mends and family audit's 
something I love to do 

After being told I should pursue it as a 
career by friends I lept in and ITn in my 
element now! 

What lessons have you learnt in your 
career? 

Fm still learning as Fm going along and 
enjoying each step and Fm growing with 

it as a person 

Could you describe a working day? 

Most of my days are spent baking and 
filling my house with the smell of cakei I 
make all decorations from scratch so 
spend a lot of time doing this too. I hold 
consultations if a customer would like to 
meet face to face to discuss their 
requirements and also they get to try 
some cake! 

Is the customer always right? 

With the cake / decorating industry the 
customer knows what they want and as a 
cake maker I need to ensure I meet their 
requirements as customer satisfaction is 
the most important part of my business 
Word of mouth is my main source of 
orders so ensuring the customer is happy 
is my mam focus. 

How do you spend your spare time? 

Gym, catching up with Fnends. Looking 
after my friend's children and my 
Godson, Baking and spending time with 
the other half and his daughter and 
shopping. 

what is your favourite book? 

Fm currently reading Paul Hollywood's 
new book Pit's Puds . I love reading 
Mary Berry books^ Debbie Browns and 
any baking decorating books — I love to 
learn and practice 



If you could have played sport for 
your country what would it be? 

N etball or Tennis 

Favourite him and music? 

Mu sic: Rj&B > J ass, Soul an d Pop 

Film: I love all Disney animated films — as 
I J m stall a child at heart and also Breakfast at 
Tiffany's — Fm also a romantic too 

Is there someone in business you 
would like to emulate? 

Marry Berry Paul Hollywood and Buddy 
from Cake Boss, but I still want to be me 
and be unqiue 

Car or motorcycle? 

Both for me. 

What are your hopes for the future of 
the business? 

My hopes are to build it into a vintage tea 
/ cake shop that will provide everything 
under one roof — i.e event planning, 
bespoke cakes & bakes, Tea shop to hold 
parties for adults and Children 

Anything else? 

* Magic Mixer Cakes & Bakes offer Egg 
free, Gluten free, Diary Free cakes & 
Bakes. 

* We can also do Children's Decorating 
parties where we provide all the decorating 
tools needed, biscuits / cakes / cupcakes 
to be able to create then own master piece. 

* We are introducing Magic Friday - Every 
Friday will be baking various flavour 
cupcakes and selling them at a special price 
only on Magic Friday's. 
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MOTOR NEURONE DISEASE 
ASSOCIATION AUTUMN BALL 




Over 300 people came as guests to the MNDA 
Autumn Ball at Green Acres Farm m St avert on near 
Daventry recently Money was raised for the chanty 
with an auction and raffle, and a sumptuous four 
course dinner of beef and ham was followed by 
dancing late into the night. Am Evans Photography 
provided great entertainment as partygoers posed 
in funny hats and sunglasses! Many thanks to Alex 
Bunn and the committee for organising everything^ 








Pictures by Jonathan Wain show: l: Claire Nichols andJim 

PetyT 2: Derren James 3: Kerry Childs, Sue Hazelwood and Tom Cross 4: 
Kerry Childs and Rosie Hazelwood 5: Georgia Spencer-Hughes and Lauren 
Quinn 6: Alex Bunn, Issi lute her, Amelia Haigh and Sophie Harris 1 : Bert 
Bowden, Sarah Saunders with David and Charlotte Hamblin 8: Rosie 
Hazelwood and Sally Matthews 9: Susie Mortimer Bull and Duncan Veroce 
10: Thresa Thomas, Sarah Sellick, and Ann Johnson 11: Theresa Thomas 
and Sarah Seilick 
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LOCAL FOOTBALL TEAMS 



many thanks to Michael Green for bringing in 
these fantastic pictures of three local football 
teams. 

The pictures show; 

A: Bodicote football team from around about 
1958 or 1959 

B: Banbury Spencer football team. Michael is 
unsure of the year in which this picture was 
taken. 

C: Ruscote Athletic footbalf team from the fate 
50's. 

Michael himself played for the Bodicote team 
from 1958 - 63 and then became a referee for 
the next 25 years. 

Should anyone have any further information 
on any of the teams or players pictured we 
would love to hear from you. 
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FOOTBALL TEAM 


roiMowing on irom me wunaer'ui piciures iium 

Mr Green we thought we would add one of our 
own to the mix. The Football team pictured 
this time is Sinclair United. Once again should 
anyone know anything about the team of 
players please do get in touch with us. 


fi 

■ . f - F , 


V-w 


1 970'S RACE CAR 

The next picture shows a race car from the 
1970's. It looks to us, as if the fabulous 
machine may have been a kit cat This would 
explain while the two gentleman in the photo 
look particularly proud to be pictured with if. 
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PRODUCE SHOW 

The pictures on this page 
show people gathered for 
the 1967 South Newington 
produce show. 

We think that the ladies 
pictured may have been those 
on the committee for the 
annual show, which was held 
in August. 

We really know little else 
about these pictures, so 
should any of our readers be 
able to shed light on either 
the event or the people 
pictured we would be most 
grateful and love to hear you. 
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F our Shires theatre a nd music 


The foyer of the new Sam 
Wanamakes Playhouse theatre 



t C-frrt? 
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many pleasures of living within such easy access 
London is to be able to see an evening performance at 

re’s Globe theatre and still arrive home in time for 
a decent night's sleep. On the other hand, that pleasure can 
sometimes turn into a pain on those all-too-often English 
summer evenings where the wind and ram is whipping around 
the galleries of the outdoor auditorium. 

Additionally, the outdoor location naturally limits the Globe 
season — winch is why everyone who loves to visit the 
evocative site on the south bank of the Thames is undoubtedly 
rejoicing that the new Sam Wanamaker Playhouse indoor 

theatre is opening there 
in J anuary 

The new theatre space 
is justifiably named 
after the Amen can 
actor who had die 
idea to re-create 
Shakespeare's 16 th 
century Globe Theatre 
as close as possible to 
its original location 
and who then tirelessly 
pursued that dream to 
fruition through deades 
of fund raising. It is a 
most fitting tribute to 
his memory 

The new Playhouse 
will open on January 
9th with an inaugural 

Eflea Terry performance of 

Webster's The Duchess 




Eileen Atkins plays 


of Maif starring Gemma Arterton as the Duchess, Sean Gilder 
as Bos o la, David Dawson as Ferdinand, James Gam on as 
the Cardinal, Denise Gough as Jut a and Alex Waldmann as 
Antoni o 

Directed by Dominic Dromgoole, with designs by Jonathan 
Fensom and music by Claire van Dampen, this production 
has been specially created for the flickering candlelight and 
intimate atmosphere of the new indoor space Mixing dulling 
cruelty, pitch-black comedy and moments of heart-breaking 
poignancy, tins grisly Jacobean drama horrifies and moves in 
equal measure as it hurtles towards its bloody conclusion. 

Gemma Arterton made her professional stage debut at the 
Globe in 2007, fresh from RADA, when she won huge cntical 
acclaim as Rosaline in Low's Labour's Lost. She returns to play 
Webster's young Duchess, doomedto destruction at the hands 
of her sadistic brothers 

Sean Gilder has just concluded his triumphant starring role m 
Lucy Kirkwood's Chimerka at the Almeida and subsequently the 
Harold Pinter Theatre. He recently played the title role m the 
multi-award-winning feature film The Selfish Giant, and is also 
known for his performance as Paddy Maguire in the BAFTA- 
winning and critically-acclaimed TV series Shameless. 

David Dawson is currently appearing in die BBC TV series 
Ripper Street. He was nominated for an Olivier Award for his 
performance as Smike m The Life and judicatures of Nicholas 
NkkJeby at the Gielgud Theatre. 

James Gam on has performed at the Globe every summer since 
2009, most recently in Dominic Dromgoole's Gabriel and as 
Caliban in Jeremy Herrin's The Tempest last summer 

Rising star Denise Gough won the Jack Tinker Award for Most 
Promising Newcomer at the Critics' Circle Awards 2012 for 
her performance in Eugene O'Neill's Desire Under the Elms at 
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Gemma Arierton as 
The Duthess of Maffi 

die Lyric, and was also nominated for the Milton Shulman Award for 
Outstanding Newcomer at the Evening Standard Theatre Awards for 
■a combination of her performance in that play and in Our New Giri at 
the Bush Theatre. 

Alex Waldmann, who p lays Antonio, has taken leading roles over the 
past two years in All's Well That Ends Well As Yon Tike It. Hamlet and 
King John He also previously played Sebastian in Michael Grandage’s 
Twelfth Night^mXh Derek Jacobi and Laertes in the same company’s 
Hamlet, starring Jude Law 

The honour of offering the first performance of Shakespeare’s 
material in the new Sam Wanamaker Playhouse will go to Dame Eileen 
Atkins when she takes to the candlelit stage on January 12th to explore 
and perform some of Shakespeare’s greatest female characters, as told 
by tire legendary 19th century actress, Ellen Terry 

Considered one of the finest Shakespearean actresses of the Victorian 
period, Ellen Terry actually composed Four Lectures on Shakespeare 
with her friend and colleague Sir Henry Irving in die early years of die 
20th century. Eileen Atkins weaves together these lectures with stories 
from Ellen’s life and excerpts from several of Shakespeare’s plays in 
a dazsling and lucid dramatisation of the question that Ellen asks in 
her Four Lectures — which was "Havejem ever thought much we all owe to 
Shakespeare for his vindication of woman in his fearless, high-spirited , resolute and 
intelligent heroines?''' 

Over the course of the show Eileen performs a dozen excerpts from 
Shakespearean roles — from Viola to Volumma, from Lady Macbeth to 
Desdemona — to shed fascinating new light on female characters that 
have sometimes been construed as dull, submissive or one-dimensional 
when, in fact, the reality was actually very different. 

Eileen Atkins’ extensive credits for him and television include Cranford. 
for which she won both a BA FT A and an Emmy, Upstairs, Downstairs 
and Gosford Park. Her most recent stage appearance was as Mrs Rooney 
in a critically- acclaimed production of Beckett’s All That Fall with 
Michael Gambon at the Jermyn Street Theatre, and subsequently m the 
West End. Hei Ellen Terry with Eileen Atkins was first performed at 
the GiiChester Festival Theatre in August 2012. 


F ou r Shires th eatre an d m us i c 


2014 AT THE GLOBE THEATRE 

The Globe's 2014 programme draws together two 
momentous anniversaries the 450th anniversary of 
Shakespeare’s birth and the centenary of the First 
World War. 

Entitled Arms and the Man, the season will include new 
productions of Shakespeare’s Antony & Cleopatra and 
Julius Caesar (both directed by Dominic Dromgoole), 
The Comedy of Errors (directed by Blanche McIntyre), 
and a revisiting of Lucy Bailey’s 2006 production of 
Titns An dr onions. 

In addition four new plays will be staged that are 
centred around conflict and conquest. These are Dr 
Tiroggjfi War by Howard Brent on. Holy Warriors by 
D avid Eldndge, Simon Armitage’s The East Days of 
Troy (premiering at the Royal Exchange) and Richard 
Bean’s Pitcairn, which is to be co-produced with the 
Out of Joint theatre company and the Chichester 
Festival Theatre. 

Dr Scroggy 's War follows 19 year old Tack Twigg on his 
journey to the trenches of the First World War and 
back, and explores Ins relationship with pioneering 
medic Harold Gillies, the founding fattier of plastic 
surgery. Written by Howard Brenton and directed 
byjolm Dove it offers a sideways look at one of the 
most cataclysmic periods of the 20th century. 

David Eldndge’s Holy Warriors is a kaleidoscopic tale 
of holy war and bloody revenge in the struggle for 
Jerusalem, ranging over two millennia of conflict and 
a rich palimpsest of history that takes in Richard the 
Lionheart’s third crusade, Hamas suicide bombings 
and the ancient Roman conquest of this highly-prized 
and much-beleaguered city that is regarded as holy 
by worshippers of three major faiths — the Jews, the 
Chnstians and the Muslims 

Pitcairn is Richard Bean’s brutal telling of the 
colonization of the remote island of Pitcairn by 
Fletcher Christian and the Bounty mutineers. Directed 
by Max Stafford-Clark and designed by Tim Short all, 
the play charts - with salty humour and growing 
horror - die spiralling descent of the colony from 
a new Eden of freedom and equality to a brutal 
dystopia. Richard Bean’s recent credits include One 
Man. Two Guvnors at the National Theatre. 

Award-winning poet and novelist Simon Armitage’s 
The East Days of Troy dramatizes and completes the 
narrative of Homer’s Iliad, bringing the siege of Troy 
to its bloody conclusion. It is, says the playwright, 

“a back-room story of wounded pride, and the push 
and pull of family ties and national loyalty’’. Directed 
by Nick Bagnail, designed by Ashley Martin Davies 
and composed by Alex Baranowski, the production 
promises to be a tense and intriguing interpretation of 
one of Western literature’s greatest myths 

Public, booking for the Globe’s 2014 theatre season 
opens on 7 February 2014 go online to www 
shakespearesglobe.c 0 .uk for more details. 
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Royal & Derogate, the twin-theatre 
complex that is at the heart of the nicely 
re-generated area that Northampton 
now calls its 'Arts District' has always 
been more than just another venue for 
visiting attractions It has a long and 
distinguished list of its own productions 
and is one of die best theatres outside 
London in that regard In particular it 
has earned many plaudits fonts annual 
'Made In Northampton' senes made under 
various Artistic Directors including 
Rupert Goo Id and the recently departed 
(for the Scottish National Theatre)., 
Laune Eansom. 


Charles Die 

' - , L ■ * ■_ ~ JL11 Wft- fl . 


Recently the new Royal & Demgate 
Artistic Director, J ames Dacre, 
announced details of his first Made 
In Northampton 1 season that will 
bring together some of the country's 
most brilliant theatre-makers, from 
playwrights and composers to 
puppeteers, photo journalists and lock 
musl ci aiis T og etlier th ey will c reate 
original, wide-ranging and vividly 
imaginative productions. With new 
commissions that include both original 
plays and adaptations, the theatre will be 
staging old stones in powerful new ways 
and telling stones that have never been 
told before. Engaging the broadest range 
of audiences and theatre-makers, this 
season also sees work being produced m 
Royal & Derngate's Underground Studio, 
meaning that the season includes work 
produced for small, mid and large scale 
venues. 


A DAE JED BY MIKE I'OULTON 

compose!} by RACHEL PORTMAM 


The 'Made in Northampton" season of 
drama for the spring opens on the 
Royal stage with Mike Poult on's new 
adaptation of J\ Tale Of Two Cities, 
transforming Charles Dickens' literary 
masterpiece into an epic theatrical event, 
with rousing original music by Oscar- 
winning composer Rachel Portman 
Directed by James Da ere, a company 
of ten actors will perform alongside a 
large ensemble drawn from the local 
community, to capture tire turbulence, 
anarchy and romance of London and 
Pans during the tumultuous years of the 
Fren ch revo luti on. 

Tins is followed by a collaboration 
between leading theatre companies 
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James Dacte is the 
new Artistic Director 
at Northampton 

Spy moil key (whose previous work with Royal & Deni gate 
includes Qedipmsj) and Told Bt An Idiot on Every East Trick ., 
a comic marvel from the master of French farce, Georges 
Feydeau, given fresh life by renowned playwright Tams in 
Oglesby. 

Working on a smaller scale for the theatre's intimate 
Underground Studio, 111 a co-procfuctiion with London’s Gate 
Theatre, James Dacre will direct of The Body Of An American, 
winch unites the experiences of Canadian Pulitzer Fuse¬ 
winning war photographer Paul Watson and American poet 
Dan O’Brien, in a bold new documentary drama, set against a 
backdrop of some of the world’s most iconic images of war. 

Visiting drama for the Royal stage in 2014 includes a 
production of Noel Coward’s classic comedy Talien Angels, 
starring Jenny Seagrove and Sara Crowe, as best friends 
visited by a mutual lover from the past, and die new smash hit 
West End comedy, The Play That Went Wrong, which follows 
accident-prone amateur thespians battling against all odds to 
get to then final curtain call 

For one night only, there is also a chance to see Eric and Little 
Ern , a moving and funny homage to Britain’s greatest comedy 
doub le act. Mo re c amb e an d Wi s e 

Looking further ahead, the National Theatre’s award-winning 
comedy One Man , Two Guvnors takes to the Demgate stage in 
the autumn, while Made In Northampton productions for later 
m the year include a new stage adaptation of Pat Barker’s 
World War I novel, Regeneration, and the Tennessee Williams’ 
classic Cat On A. Hot Tin Roof 

For further details of these productions and the full 
N o rth ampt on s eas on go to www roy a lan dderngate. c o. uk 
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THE WEST END COMES TO MKT 



Keeping up its tradition of bringing the West End to your 
doorstep, Milton Keynes Theatre plays host this Spring to 
some of the biggest and best musicals around. Kicking off 
the season is the winner of four WhatsnStage com awards, 
Prisalla. Queen of the Desert- The Musical Starring Aussie 
heartthrob Jason Donovan, tins wildly fresh and funny show 
is based on the smash liit movie and is a journey to the heart 
of fabulousf 

Next, prepare to be spellbound as the internationally 
acclaimed Wicked flies in! This brilliantly witty re-imagining 
of the The Wonderful Wizard of Oy tells the hitherto untold 
story of an unlikely friendship between Glinda The Good and 
The Wicked Witdi of tire West and has enchanted audiences 
across the globe for a decade. 

Finally, Tonight's The Blight is inspired by the songs of Rod 
Stewart and features many of his timeless tunes It is a feel¬ 
good feats of nostalgia for the 'seventies and not to be missed 
by those of us ‘of a certain age’! 

Fans of dance have a veritable feast of productions to dioose 
from tins season at MKT, starting with Matthew Bourne’s 
powerful, provocative and totally original interpretation of 
Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake returning after a sell-out run of his 
version of Sleeping Beauty in 2013. 

Comp ague Kafigis a contemporary dance troupe from 
France that packs a punch. Its Box* Beoce sees eight exceptional 
dancers blend martial arts, street and contemporary dance to 
create a spirited and stunning fusion of hip hop and fisticuffs I 

And for something a little different don’t miss let, directed 
and choree-graphed by Robin Cousins, the dynamic and 
atmospheric show will draw you into its unique world where 
world-class skaters hand-picked by Robin, glide, soar, flip and 
fly in a truly theatrical setting. 

Finally, follow some dramatic twists and turns as Robert 
Powell arrives as die world renowned Hercule Poirot in Black 
Coffer - the first play ever written by Agatha Christie. This 
is followed by another ‘whodunit’ with The Perfect Murder by 
best- selling author, Peter James, being staged for the very 
first time. It stars Les Dennis and Claire Goose. 

For details of the full MKT season go online at www 
atgtickets.com. That’s the Ambassador Theatre Group 
website that will also give you details of die new season 
productions at Oxford’s New Theatre and The Waterside m 
Aylesbury 
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CHIPPING 
NORTON TEA 
SET MOVES TO 
NEW PREMISES 

Claire Freeman 
and Victoria Wills 
(Pictured) of 
The Chipping Norton Tea Set moved to new 
premises in Chipping Norton recently The 
catering company first started m Victoria's 
back bedroom but has now seen enough 
growth to allow it to move on to more 
permmant premises. 





MUSIC STORE VOTED 
RETAILER OF THE YEAR 


One Man Band of White Lion 
Walk, Banbury beat music 
shops from across the country 
ioi the second year running to be awarded Take it 
Away Music Retailer of the Year recently at Park 
Plata Riverbankhotel, in London 



Tt was a great honour to get chosen for a 
second year running* we are so grateful to all our 
supporters who voted for us, we have some very 
loyal customers and getting enough votes from 
them to win the award is a wonderful feeling' said 
David Cooper- shop owner 

LIKE DICKENS? 

CONSIDER YOURSELE IN 
FOR A TREAT 

Four Shires 1 audiences 
shouldn't miss the opportunity to enjoy Lionel 
Bart's multi-award-winning masterpiece, Oliver) 
when Banbury Operatic Society stages tins show 
tor all the family at Wykham Theatre, Banbury 
Academy, from 18th-22nd February 2014. 

Based upon the children's novel by Charles 
Dickens, Oliver! includes well-known songs 
such as Food Glorious Food, Consider Yourself, 
Oom-Pah-Pah and As Long As He Needs Me 
Tickets (£12/ £10) aL ' e cn sale online at 
www b anbury op e rati cs o ci ety conk 01 c an b e 
bought from Anker & Partner Estate Agents, 
High Street, Banbury, 0X16 9KY 

CALENDAR GIRLS RAISES OVER £1500 
FOR CHARITY 

Banbury Cross Players would like to express their 
grateful thanks to the people of Banbury for 
then support of the recent production of Tim 
Firth's Calendar Gtrk at The Mill Arts Centre. 

Demand for tickets for the show was so high that 
an extra performance was added More than 1000 
people saw the show, including Sir Tony Baldry 
MP, Banbury Town Mayor Nicholas Turner and 
Councillor Alastair Milne-Home. 

More importantly, the generosity oi the audience 
raised over £1500 for & Lymphoma 

Rssearth, tire U ICs leading blood cancer charity 
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LOCAL SPORTS HERO 
RAISES MONEY FOR 
SHAKESPEARE PUPS' 

James Roe, winner of gold 
medals in rowing at tire 2012 
Summer Paralympics and World 
Championships, embarked on 
a charity trek to the top of Mt 
Kenya last month to raise money ^ 

for Shakespeare Pups' guide dogs 
campaign, Shakespeare's Puppies 

Appeal Roe has taken on the challenge m order to raise £5,000 
for one of the puppies winch w T ill be trained to become a guide 
dog for the visually impaired. 







AMY RUFFLEY WINS YOUNG MUSICIAN 
COMPETITION 


Rotary's Young Musician 
Competition m Brackley was won 
by vocal soloist Amy Ruffley 
Brackley and district's young 
musicians excelled at Waynflete 
Hall recently The event featured 
24 performances involving 140 
local musicians, aged between eight and 17 years. Amy new goes 
forward to Rotary's district round of the competition. 



GREAT SANTA RUN AT 
NETHER HEYFORD 

Nether Hey ford village green 
was tire venue for the third 
annual 'Great Santa Run' at 
the end of last year. The event 
s-aw die excitement of over 
200 energetic Santas of all ages 
chasing a Christmas pudding 
round the Northamptonshire 
countryside and raising money 
for charity! 

Profits from activities on 
the day went to the Mark 
Tanton Memorial Fund to be 
distributed to chanties such as 
Meningitis Now. 




Pictures by David Hawtin - 
www. davidhawti n. co.uk 


HISTORIC RALLY 
CAR REGISTER 
OPEN DAY 

Heritage Motor Centre 
Gay don, January 11, 10 am 
- 4,30pm. 

Entry is free to the 
registry — transfer into museum will be £6 per person for 
HRCR Open Day attendees. Otherwise normal museum entry 
applies. 

Contact The Histone Rally Car Regt s ter Web sit e http: / /www 
hrcr.co.uk or call Dave Lucas 01384 291441 

Heritage Motor Centre, Gay don , Banbury Road, Gay don, 
CV35 OBJ, Tel: 01926 6411SS 
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F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARM INGTON 
BANBURY 0X171 Jl 01295211790 


BOOK NOW 

FOR GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICING 

FREE LOCAL COLLECTION AND 
DELIVERY FOR MACHINES 
BOOKED IN FOR 
A FULL SERVICE 
Before 31/01/14 



Paul Barber 
Windows 


1 '-vIV' 

0GW5 ■ DOORS ■ CONSERVATORIES ■ SECONDARY GLAi 

7 IS C, 1 

T: 01869 347146 or 07836 623407 

E: mrpa u lb ar be r® ho trrall.com 

www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk: 

>V£FC 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

FEN5A 

ntpMtwoi CDrepi'ir’ 


Tm Saxon Princess and 
in k Imam Sain i 

A stunning 
book by the 
late Graham 

Wilton 
featuring in 
depth studies 
of many 
Churches in 

the area 


>j m Pan Newt ^ tor ii n rxrta 


www.fourshires.co.uk £6 ilicl. P&P 


T#ST WYNN STAY 

MM STORES 


Formerly Banbury Farm St General Supplied Ltd 

Banbury Road (B410O), nr Burton Dassett €V47 2ES6 

Tel: 0129S 770707 

* Wooiishavings & Bed (town * 

Hfltaeftwnious 

* Wcrsetf Act feed 

Pott B Rail 

* (tone Beetrk Fencing * 

Treated Timber 

* Mlnenlk 0 Stf^jlJerfJCrtK ■ 

Metal & Wooden gates 

« Worse M/iJnmeri 

Corrugated Roofing Sheets 

* Rubber Stable Matting * 

Pius mud\ muift more .. 

Good Quality, Good Value, Good Advice 

Delivery Service Available 

wmv.wyn nstay .co.uk 


D.L.C. PAINTING SERVICES 

Brian P Jones 
Painter and Decorator 
5 Garden Close 
Banbury, Oxon 
0X16 2NB 
01295 270313 
(M)07719820272 

Brian@bjones69.wanadooxo.uk 




JOHN DARBY 




AUTO REPAIRS 
Servicing, repairs & sales 

1 & 2 Dq rier Couit Thorpe Way Banbury 

Tel: 01295 271066 

Specaliste»n SMW IBWW| Wins 3, Renault 



Drain Services 

ALL TYPES OF BLOCKAGES UNDERTAKEN DOMESTIC RETAIL 

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL 

TOILE rs - BATHS ' SINKS - URINALS - SHOWERS * GULLIES * 
DRAINS * GREASE TRAPS 

GCTV SURVEYS TAN KEF SERVICE GULLY EMPTYING HIGH PRESSURE 

WATER JETTING SPECIALISTS 

GENUINE 24 HOUR 7 DAY SERVICE 

APPROVED CONTRACTORS TO SEVERAL LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


PHONE 01295 758303 



MISSED AN 
ISSUE? 

Contact the 
Four Shires and 

we will be able 
to send you a 
back issue 

{subject to stock kveh) 
01295 2731JS 




caj^esigus 

Qo Dtcm Bps jgn, itiow I lect; otqtics 

^cn* f, -fWr. nd«t iiod P\fih\ n l,$jjC_ 


R^agCjnrT fljfi 

F6l t , . 

Hgwj t omri mete [work meor to co mryiss bo 

07 S% 7 FSI!» Ipdfi-dfSi^Kd, arched ^red f it ted* 

ifdattf mrf.codi From ifttes $t>d rallies to 

i^Wrfjoof«^<I<fc5^o456{ seCtjMres spd r L oosd]o!d objects. 


GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED; 
ADVERTISE IN THE FOUR SHIRES 
DIGEST PAGES 

CALL 01295 709 999 FOR 
REASONABLE RATES 
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a picture! 

Have you seen a picture in the 
magazine that you like? 

Most are available to purchase 
contact us on 01295 273138 
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Randerson 

Carpets 


Carpets selected from around the-globe on display 
at Oxbow Farm, Avon Das sett CV47 2AQ- 
01295 690721 


Ife 


‘Newor ' Na ifs 

Rowen Adams 
'fQ&vrts 2{3 City and Guilds 
Nail and Beauty Technician 


Tel: 07500661902 

M inx. Gclish, Acrylics 5 Caviar 6c other Nail 
Services. Eyelash and Eyebrow tinting and 
shaping. Facials and all face 
and be dv wixi tag St ear pierc l ng 


DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES 
GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED FOR 
AS LITTLE AS £40 AN ISSUE! 

(based ana senes booking) 

call Jeremy or Gail on 01295 709 999 



DENT1SSIM 

Dental Laboratory 


A professional* fast and friendly 
den turd repairs service 
Pop tn for professional advice 



5 Church Lane, Banbury 
Email; dentissim® live,co.uk 

Tel: 07966 006887 



B.R.A..V1.M Registered 
Fixer Licensed iBFLi 


a tradition in stxsnu muMinrv 

Visit our showroom and 
workshop or request a 
FREE BROCHURE 
from our NEW 
exten s ive website... 

www. bantu rym em aria Is. co . uk 

Tel: 01295 811669 

Fax: 01295 811899 

5 Station Yard, Adderbury, Nr. Banbury. 
Oxon, OX 17 3HJ 


house 


^ jjf 




__JL * 

O CAFE 

FREE Visits to 

Father Christmas 

Sat 7th, Sun 8th & Sat 14th 
December 1.30 - 3.30pm 

Barn Farm Plants 

Upper Wardington, Banbury 
01295 758080 Oxon. 0X17 1SN 



Your area Your stories 


YOUR MAGAZINE 

£36 for 12 months 
^£20 for 6 months 

Pay by cheque, cash or online at 
www.fourshires.co.uk 

The premium glossy magazine for 
Oxon, Works, Northants, Bucks 
and Gloucestershire 


West Bar 

VETERINARY HOSPITAL 


58® 
00 





“ LATE NIGHT 

OPENING 

Mon-Thurs until 6PM 

Call our 24 hour line: 01295 262332 

Banbury f North Banbury / South am t Adderbury / Woodford Hal se 

www.west barvets.co.u k 
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Four Shires rugby 



New look Banbury Rugby Clubhouse 




Banbiuy rugby dub was buzzing Iasi month as members and guests 
were treated to their first glimpse of the planned new Clubhouse. 

Club Committee Members were on hand to answer the various 
questions concerning the new' building. 

Whilst the exact dimensions and internal layout are subject to 
final design 'tweaks'. Members were, on the whole* delighted by the 
promise of a smart new Clubhouse to replace the rather dilapidated 



'Green Room 1 . 

With almost twice the usable floors pace as the current 'Green Room' the new Clubhouse 
also has some other great features including a large communal space with a folding divider 
that can create two rooms. A kitchen, bar and shop and as well as a glass front wall. 

The morning also saw the formal launch of the club's "Raise the Roof campaign to 
help pay for the new building! Some of the Banbury Bulls, including Club Captain Eddie 
Phillip s, were also in attendance to give the fundraising campaign a proper kick-off. 





In a game of fluctuating fortunes 
the Bulls hawing led by 22 points 
early in die second half, David 
Taylor* with virtually the last play 
of the game* crossed for the 
winning score. 

With the teams displaying 

differ nng styles. The Old Covent nans lelyied largely on their big 
pack of forwards. 

The Bulls eventually opened the scoring with an Eddie Philips 
penalty, a reward for a period of sustained pressure on the home defence. 

With the restart not going ten metres the Bulls won the ensuing scrum on halfway and 
flyhalf* Alex Fogavuii, shredded the home defence to score a fine individual try. The Old 
Coventnans response was immediate and a try from their second rcw forward, Aaron 
Croft, narrowed the gap to a single point The Old Coventnans were not helping their cause 
conceding a stung of penalties at the breakdown, leading to three yellow cards, and the Bulls 
took advantage as first Carl Daniels and then J osh Deegan crossed for well worked tries, and 
with both efforts being converted by Phillips the Bulls held a 22-7 half time lead. 

A try early in the second half from a powerful run from centre lames Heywood appeared to 
put the Bulls in complete control, but the Old Coventnan forwards began to put a stranglehold on the game, monopolising possession 
and territory and soon narrowed the gap with a try from a forward dove from an attacking lineout. It was now the Bulls who were 
conceding penalties which cost a yellow card Two further close range tues from the powerful Old Coventnan forwards with Teller 
adding the conversions saw the Bulls lead down to three points with the Old Coventnans very much in die ascendancy 
With the game altering added rime the Old Coventnan outstanding second row forward* Aaron Croft, receiving the ball in lus own 
half showed die pace and guile of a threequaiter to outpace die Banbury defence for a try under the posts. The game looked up for 
the Bulls but they mounted a seues of attacks and showing patience under pressure finally breadiedthe home defence with Taylor’s 
last gasp effort giving them them the most exciting of wins. 


Banbury win thriller 
at Old Coventrians 



Bloxham School rugby in 
very good shape 

Bloxham School’s rugby team has recently had some 
significant successes against much bigger schools. 
Notable victories for the first XV have come against MCS 
Oxford (15-10), Malvern [28-22) and Ship lake (71-0) in 
school fixtures. In the Nat West Cup after some early 
byes Bloxham beatTrmg School (38-31), Cokethorpe 
(55-12) and Bishops Stortford (27-22). This set up a 
super local derby against Warwick School in the last 32. 
Unfortunately Bloxham went down 7- 46 agmst spirited 
opposition (pictured left). 
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JANUARY AND FEBRUARY SPECIAL DINING OFFERS 
FROM EXECUTIVE CHEF LARRY JAYASKARA 

■ (c ( 


If you have never dined at The Manor before then winter is the perfect time to sample the 
exquisite work of Larry [ayaskara - our executive chef. Larry has developed a choice of 
specially selected menus allowing our guests to enjoy the finest, freshly prepared food at 

prices which will keep the cold at bay. Menus include: 

Lu rich — Mo n day - S a t u r day i n cl u s i ve f 12n oo n t o 3 p m), 2 co u r s e s £l 9 
Dinner — Monday-Friday inclusive (6pm to 9.30pm), 2 courses £32 

Sunday Lunch — 3 courses £30 


Call 01869 350621 or email housetffithemanorweston.co.uk 


r S i' AS( >NA I.M E N l 1 S Ft >t US IMG (F R MS 11, U K AL [NCR! ID1 E NTS 
r DAILY CHEF'S LASTING MENU AND A LA CARTE ( UTK>NS 
r DRINKS AVAILABLE IN BERTIE'S BAR 


,0 LUNCH AND DINNER SERVED IN t )UR ANCIENT RARt IN’S 11 ALL 
,/~ BURN’S NIGHT & VALENTINE’S NIGI IT SPECIAL MENU'S 
'r. LUXURY ACCOMMODATION AVAIL A RLE 


( (. ( 


Ft >R MORE INFORMATION OR TO MAKE A RESERVATION PLEASE VISIT 
< H'R WEBSITE l >R C ONTAC T US USING THE DETAILS BELt )W: 

THE MANOR AT WESTON~ON-THE-GREEN ( )XFORDSHIRE T OX 25 3QL 
TEL: +44 (0) 1869 350621 EMAIL: HOUSE(ffiTHEMAN( JRWESTON.t O.UK 
W WW.T I-I EM ANY >RW ESTO N.CC). U K 



I h e Manor 


a r w R s ro S’ - o N * t 111 - t. k e t; N 
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OF FINE DIAMONDS 





OCAST" 



Find your perfect diamond ring from £750 


EXCLUSIVELY AT 



MichaelJonesJeweller.co.uk 

79-80 High Street, Banbury, 0X16 5.G, 01295 263540 
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BEE THIEVES STING COMPTON VERNEY FOR THE 
SECOND TIME 

Last moil til -an attempt was made to steal bee 
hives from the grounds at Compton Verney. 

The attempt was thwarted, but the hive was 
dropped and subsequently, damaged leaving 
a devastated colony Tins was the second 
time tli at tin eves have struck since the hives 
were installed in April Sadly the first attempt 
in early November resulted in the more 
dormant colony and then hive being removed completely Gallery trustees are 
extremely upset as the luves were purchased as a result of public donation and 
have been maintained since their arrival by volunteer bee keeper Rod Oates Up 
until November die bee colonies were doing well and had produced 40 pounds 
of honey over the summer, which was then sold in the Compton Verney shop. 

Volunteer bee keeper Rod Oates said: "What has happened has been rery disturbing for 
tts and the bits. Over winter, honey bus duster around their Queen to maintain a temperature 
of35-40° C. As so many of the bees were destroyed in this fumbled attempt to steal the hive 
and the colony, we are unsure whether the remaining bees mil survive the muter Only time mil 
teir 




Gary Webb, Head of Landscape and Gardens 
at Compton Verney said: “We ask that all keepers 
in the region are extra tx.nlant to the threat of bee 
rustling which seems to be on the increase across the 
country, However ire mil not be deterred from keeping 
bees and mil be doing everything ire can to keep 
them safe and support them over winter. '’ Compton 
Verney is currently accepting donations 
towards a new colony of bees. To donate 
please call Aly Grimes on Q1926 645 547 


BURNS NIGHT SUPPER IN DEDDINGTON 


The Deddington Arms Hotel will be holding a 
traditional Burns Night celebration on January 
26 The evening is a fundraiser organised by 
Friends of Deddington Church 

There will be a three course supper with a 
Scottish tli erne, including haggis, tatties and 
neeps. 

Along with tiie meal there will be plenty of 
entertainment A traditional pipe major will 
greet diners, before piping in the haggis There will also be plenty of music, poetry 
readings and a quiz 

Tickets cost £25 and are available from Steve Miller salon or the reception desk at 
Deciding Arms Hotel 




VELVET ECCENTRIC ARE 
NEW DESIGNERS FORA 
STOW BOUTIQUE 

Leading boutique Law & 
Company unveiled new 
designers, Velvet Eccentric, 
during their Christmas 
Shopping Bazaar last month. 
The boutique, established 
by Denise Law, and based in 
Stew on die Wold, has been 
a colourful feature of Park 
Street since 2003 


MOTORING ORGANISATIONS AD VISE 
DRIVERS TO CHECK THEIR CARS 

Both die A A and the RAC as well as local police 
forces are advising car drivers to make sure their 
cars are fit for the winter Simple checks include 
ensuring there is anti-freeze in the radiator (and 
a drop or two in the windscreen wash also) 

The screen wash should be kept topped up and, 
perhaps most importantly, headlights and rear 
warning lights should be kept clear of salt mid 
road grime, keeping your car mor e visible to 
other drivers. Remember - be seen - be safei n 


CHIPPING NORTON 
LITERARY FESTIVAL 
TICKETS GO ON SALE 
THIS MONTH 

Tickets for the next Chipping Norton Literary 
Festival, which will be held April 24-27 will go 
on sale to the general public on J anuary 27 

For further information please go online at www 
dnpktfest.com 



LOCAL AGRICULTURAL FIRMS CELEBRATE 
WITH CLIENTS 



Three agricultural specialist firms decided to 
celebrate with their clients recently in order to 
look forward to a prosperous autumn following 
tins year's harvest. The diree firms were made up 
of accountants, solicitors and chartered surveyor, 
all with a strong farming community client-base 


The dunks party was held at the Great Barn in 
Aynho where guests were treated to an array of 
fine canapes served by the Great Bam m cosy 
surroundings with an open log fire and no signs 
of tiie outside dull. 


Ellacotts, Arnold Thomson and Fisher German 
were delighted with tiie enthusiastic response 
from clients as well as tiie fantastic turnout 
winch almost had people queuing out tiie door! 

CHIMNEY FfRES A DANGER DURING THE 
COLDER MONTHS 


Firefighters in Oxfordshire are urging homeown¬ 
ers to be wary when it comes to building large 
fires during the coldei months. A buildup of 
soot in the chimney, caused by using i oily > coal, 
can create die perfect conditions for dumtiey 
fires. Four Shires 3 fire services recommend hav¬ 
ing chimneys sw'q^t at least once a year - and not 
to bank fires up too high. 
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